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TIME SPEAKER TOPIC

09:30-
10:00

Keynote Speakers Mürteza Bed�r, Bed� Morav�d, Ferudun Yılmaz, Sebahatt�n
İhvan, Bek�r Karlığa

10:00-
11:30

Sess�on 1 // Cha�r: Kenan Gürsoy

Bek�r Karlığa
The Development of Madrasas �n the Islam�c World: From

N�zam�yah T�mes to the Present

Alparslan Açıkgenç
The N�zam�yah Kalam Trad�t�on �n the H�story of Sc�ence

�n Islam and Its Legacy

Charles E.
Butterworth

Ph�losophy and Kalām �n the Islam�c World: From
N�zam�yah Madrasas to Contemporary T�mes

Jules Janssens
Ibn Taym�yya on Ibn Sīnā: A Defense of ‘Orthodox’ Islam

Aga�nst the Threat of an All-Pervad�ng Av�cenn�sm �n
Islam�c Rel�g�ous Thought?

11:30-
12:00

BREAK

12:00-
13:10

Sess�on 2 // Cha�r: Ferudun Yılmaz

Bed� Morav�d
An Ottoman Reexam�nat�on of Ibn Khaldun's Theory of

Dynast�c State Decl�ne: The Case of Kat�p Çeleb� 

İlyas Çeleb�
The Relat�onsh�p Between the Revelat�on and Reason �n

Hanaf�-Māturīdī Madrasas

Yusuf Arıkaner
The Scarc�ty and Plen�tude of Rel�g�ous and Ph�losoph�cal

D�sputes as a Measurement of Truth

Ahmad Bostan�
Or�ental Ph�losophy and Its Recept�on �n Iran�an

Intellectual H�story

13:30-
14:30

LUNCH BREAK

14:30-
16:00

        Sess�on 3 // Cha�r: Terrence J. Kleven 

Waseem El Rayes Contextual�s�ng Ph�losophy �n Ibn Khaldun’s Muqadd�ma

Muhammad U.
Faruque

What It Means to be Human �n a Post-Enl�ghtenment
World: An Islam�c Ph�losoph�cal Perspect�ve

Mokdad Arfa
A Per�od�sat�on of The H�story of Islam�c Theology (´Ilm

al-Kalām) Insp�red by Ibn Khaldûn

Mohammad
Azadpur

Av�cenna On Transformat�ve Knowledge: Aga�nst The
Porphyr�an Cogn�t�ve Ident�f�cat�on

16:00-
16:30

BREAK

16:30-
18:00

              Sess�on 4 // Cha�r: Charles E. Butterworth

Eşref Altaş
What �s the Fasl (D�st�nct�ve Character�st�c) of Thought �n

the Muta’akh�run Per�od?

Mustafa Çev�k
The Relevance of Ph�losophy for The�st�c M�nds �n The

L�ght of Contemporary Challenges

Ayşe Sıdıka Oktay
Islam�c Moral Thought �n the Intersect�on of Ph�losophy

and Theology

Gürbüz Den�z The Evolut�on of al-Ghazal�'s Theolog�cal Thought



Fr�day, 01 November 2024
PROGRAMME

TIME SPEAKER TOPIC

09:00-
10:30

Sess�on 5 // Cha�r: B�lal Kuşpınar

Mykhaylo Yakubovych
Islam�c Rat�onal�sm �n The Early Post-Class�cal Madrasa

Curr�culum: The Case of Cr�mea-Onl�ne

Tanel� Kukkonen
Al-Ghazālī and the D�sc�pl�nes: The Rad�cal�sm of The Rev�val-

Onl�ne

Rayane Boussad
Suhrawardī on Suff�c�ent Reason and Plen�tude: Between H�kma

and Kalām

Hoda Al Khouly Ph�losophy for Ch�ldren (P4C) �n the Islam�c World

10:30-
11:00

BREAK

11:00-
12:30

           Sess�on 6 // Cha�r: Alparslan Açıkgenç

Magd� Saleh Shaykh Musṭafā ʿAbdulRazāq’s School of Ph�losophy

Abdelal� Jamal Elamran�
Comb�n�ng The People of Theology and The People of

Ph�losophy Accord�ng to She�kh Ibn Al-Arab�

B�lal Kuşpınar
Isma�l Ankarav�’s Interpretat�on of the Not�on of ‘H�kma’

(W�sdom)

Mohammad J. Esmae�l�
Av�cenna's Recept�on Among the Mutakall�mun: A D�alogue of
al-Ghazal�, al-Shahrastan�, al-Raz�, and al-Davan� w�th Ibn S�na

12:30-
14:30

LUNCH BREAK

14:30-
16:00

Sess�on 7 // Cha�r: Mürteza Bed�r

Kasım Küçükalp
A Proposal on The Ontolog�cal Status of Rel�g�on/Islam and Its

Mean�ng for Human Ex�stence

Ejder Okumuş The Soc�olog�cal Perspect�ve �n Ibn Khaldun's Cr�t�que of The
Theolog�cal-Ph�losoph�cal Syncret�sm

Kemal Sözen
Al-Ghazal�'s Influence on The Structural Transformat�on of The

Islam�c Intellectual Trad�t�on and Its Reflect�ons

Mehmet Cüneyt Kaya
The Percept�on of Kalām �n al-M�rī's Al-Irshād L�-tashīh�'l-�'t�kād:

A Ph�losopher's Account

16:00-
16:30

BREAK

16:30-
18:00

   Sess�on 8 //  Cha�r: Ejder Okumuş

Terence J. Kleven

Ibn Rushd’s Ph�losoph�c Defence of the Proofs of Rel�g�on
Aga�nst the Ash‛arīya (the Atom�sts) �n Chapter One of The K�tāb

al-Kašf ʽan Manāh�j al-Ad�lla fī ʽAqā’�d al-M�lla

P�lar Herrá�z Ol�va
The Un�ty of Ibn Rushd’s Thought or The Mult�ple Averroes

Rev�s�ted

Al� Benmakhlouf
Post-Averroïst Controvers�es: The H�stor�cal and the

Nom�nal�st�c Currents

Rıza Tevf�k Kalyoncu
 Between Ph�losophy and Theology: Ibn Taym�yya's Approach to

the Problem of Def�n�ng Reason



Saturday, 02 November 2024
PROGRAMME

TIME SPEAKER TOPIC

9:00-
10:30

                                    Sess�on 9 // Cha�r: Met�n Yurdagür

Joseph Lumbard
Be�ng and Knowledge �n the Quran: Metaphys�cs as an Unfold�ng of

the Quran�c Parad�gm-Onl�ne

Karen Tal�eferro Islam and Natural Law: A Trad�t�on �n Development-Onl�ne

Tuna Tunagöz
The Sp�r�t of N�zam�yah or the New Real�ty: The Influence of al-

Juwaynī and al-Ghazālī on Abū al-Barakāt al-Baghdādī's Metaphys�cs

Fatma Zehra
Pattabanoğlu

Analys�ng the Conceptual�sat�on of the D�v�ne �n the Post-Rāzī
Ph�losoph�cal-Theolog�cal D�scourse: The Case of Ibn Kammūna

10:30-
11:00

BREAK

11:00-
12:10

                                   Sess�on 10 // Cha�r: Eşref Altaş

Hat�ce Toksöz
The Issue of Prov�ng God's Ex�stence w�th�n the Framework of

Muhy�ddīn al-Qarabāghī's Sharḥ Isbāt� Al-wāj�b and Its
Commentar�es

Muhammet 
Al� Koca

Ph�losoph�cal and Theolog�cal D�scourses �n the Foundat�onal
Ottoman Era: An Exam�nat�on of Mollā Fanārī's F�ve Inqu�r�es to

Safarshāh al-Rūmī

Furkan Kayacan
Fakhr al-D�n al-Raz�'s Argument of the Absence of Ev�dence �n the

Context of H�s Cr�t�ques of Theolog�cal Methodology

12:30-
14:30

LUNCH BREAK
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF MADRASAS IN THE
ISLAMIC WORLD

BEKİR KARLIĞA

In the early Islam�c world, educat�on was predom�nantly �nformal, occurr�ng �n mosques or pr�vate homes of
scholars, where students rece�ved personal�sed �nstruct�on. D�sc�pl�nes, �nclud�ng F�qh, Kalam, Tafs�r, and
Had�th, were taught �n study c�rcles led by scholars. When a scholar deemed a student prof�c�ent, they would
�ssue a cert�f�cate of mastery �n the subject. Students would then advance to other study c�rcles, ult�mately
ga�n�ng the author�sat�on to lead the�r own. However, th�s educat�onal structure was not systemat�cally
organ�sed and lacked state overs�ght.

The turn�ng po�nt �n Islam�c educat�on emerged w�th the Fat�m�ds, a dynasty that followed the Sh�a-Isma�l�
creed and establ�shed a structured educat�onal �nst�tut�on at Al-Azhar Mosque �n Ca�ro. The�r pr�mary goal
was to tra�n Isma�l� m�ss�onar�es (da�s) to propagate the�r doctr�nal bel�efs �n response to the Sunn� Abbas�d
cal�phate. Th�s �nst�tut�on, wh�ch operated accord�ng to a formal�sed system, quest�oned the core pr�nc�ples
of Sunn� theology and produced m�ss�onar�es who spread Isma�l� doctr�ne, part�cularly �n reg�ons such as
Khurasan, Khwarezm, and Transox�ana. These scholars were not only well-versed �n rel�g�ous sc�ences but
also �n the rat�onal d�sc�pl�nes, �nclud�ng mathemat�cs and astronomy, as deta�led �n the Ep�stles of the
Brethren of Pur�ty (Rasa’�l Ikhwan al-Safa). Th�s mult�d�sc�pl�nary approach rap�dly ga�ned soc�etal �nterest,
as the Isma�l� m�ss�onar�es cla�med expert�se �n esoter�c (bat�n) knowledge, contrast�ng themselves w�th Sunn�
scholars, who were pr�mar�ly concerned w�th the exoter�c (zah�r) aspects of rel�g�on. Dur�ng th�s per�od, the
Sh�a-Isma�l� m�ss�onar�es rece�ved substant�al support from the Sh�a Buy�d rulers, who had assumed control
of the Abbas�d cal�phate. Th�s fostered a conduc�ve env�ronment for the spread of esoter�c thought �n the
Eastern Islam�c world. 

On the other hand, Sultan Mahmud of Ghazn�, a staunch defender of Sunn� orthodoxy, not only opposed
Isma�l� Bat�n�yya but also worked to thwart Buy�d �nfluence �n Khurasan, Khwarezm, and Transox�ana.
Subsequently, the Seljuk ruler Tughr�l Beg’s conquest of Baghdad marked the end of Buy�d dom�nance,
although Isma�l� m�ss�onary act�v�t�es pers�sted clandest�nely. The s�tuat�on sh�fted s�gn�f�cantly under the
gu�dance of N�zam al-Mulk, the v�z�er of Sultan Alp Arslan. Recogn�s�ng the ex�stent�al threat posed by
Isma�l� thought, N�zam al-Mulk, �n coord�nat�on w�th Imam al-Ghazal�, took dec�s�ve steps to establ�sh a
state-controlled Sunn� orthodoxy. In response to the cal�ph's request to counteract Bat�n�yya act�v�t�es, N�zam
al-Mulk founded e�ght madrasas, known as N�zam�yas, across key prov�nces of the Seljuk Emp�re, part�cularly
�n Khurasan and Iraq. These �nst�tut�ons were tasked w�th d�ssem�nat�ng Sunn� orthodoxy, ensur�ng that
theolog�cal and ph�losoph�cal �nstruct�on al�gned w�th the state’s rel�g�ous object�ves. The curr�culum,
des�gned �n collaborat�on w�th prom�nent scholars such as Imam al-Juwayn� and Imam al-Ghazal�, �ntegrated
the study of both transm�tted (naql�) and rat�onal ('aql�) sc�ences, mark�ng the development of a new
educat�onal parad�gm. Central to th�s model was the d�st�nct�on between rat�onal d�sc�pl�nes, such as log�c,
ph�losophy, kalam, astronomy, and mathemat�cs, and the transm�tted rel�g�ous sc�ences—a framework f�rst
art�culated by al-Farab�. Th�s model not only la�d the groundwork for a more formal�sed and systemat�c
approach to Islam�c educat�on but also establ�shed a precedent for the �ncorporat�on of rat�onal sc�ences
w�th�n the Sunn� scholast�c trad�t�on. 

W�th var�ous adaptat�ons, the N�zam�yah model cont�nued to evolve throughout subsequent Islam�c emp�res,
�nclud�ng the Anatol�an Seljuks, the Ilkhan�ds, the Mamluks, and the Ottomans, rema�n�ng largely �ntact
unt�l the late 19th century. In th�s study, we a�m to cr�t�cally analyse the system's key features and last�ng
�mpact on Islam�c educat�on and �ntellectual thought.

Keywords: Educat�on, Madrasa, N�zam�yah Model, Isma'�l�sm, N�zam al-Mulk, Sunn�sm, Sh�’�sm, Esoter�c
Knowledge, Exoter�c Knowledge. 

Bek�r Karlığa was born �n 1947 �n Besn�, Adıyaman. He completed h�s
educat�on at Maraş Imam-Hat�p School �n 1968. Subsequently, he graduated
from Istanbul H�gher Islam�c Inst�tute �n 1973 and the Department of
Ph�losophy at Istanbul Un�vers�ty �n 1977. In 1980, he rece�ved h�s PhD from
the Department of Ph�losophy at Istanbul Un�vers�ty, w�th a thes�s t�tled
"Pythagoras and Pre-Socrat�c Ph�losophers �n the L�ght of Islam�c Sources."
He conducted sc�ent�f�c research �n Par�s from 1985 to 1986. In 1987, he
became an assoc�ate professor and then a full professor �n 1993. After h�s
voluntary ret�rement �n 2008, he establ�shed the Centre for C�v�l�sat�on
Stud�es (MEDAM) at Bahçeşeh�r Un�vers�ty. In the same year, he was
appo�nted as the Ch�ef Adv�sor to the Pr�me M�n�ster and took on the role of
Cha�rman of the Türk�ye Coord�nat�on Board for the Un�ted Nat�ons
All�ance of C�v�l�sat�ons. 

In 2012, he produced the documentary ser�es 'The R�ver Flow�ng Towards the West', wh�ch compr�sed 20
ep�sodes, each last�ng 45 m�nutes. Two years later, he co-founded the �ndependent research �nst�tut�on
known as the Istanbul Internat�onal C�v�l�sat�on Research Assoc�at�on/Centre (MEDAR). Over h�s career,
Karlığa has translated around 20 works from Arab�c �nto Turk�sh, �nclud�ng the 16-volume 'F� Z�lal�'l-
Kur'an' and the 16-volume commentar�es of Ibn Kath�r. In total, Bek�r Karlığa has publ�shed around 50
works.
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THE NIZAMIYAH KALAM TRADITION IN THE
HISTORY OF SCIENCE IN ISLAM AND ITS LEGACY

ALPARSLAN AÇIKGENÇ

By the t�me of the N�zam�yah madrasas, wh�ch played an �mportant role �n the h�story of Islam�c
sc�ence, theology had become a fully �ndependent f�eld of study. Unfortunately, the process of the
emergence and development of kalam has not been fully revealed today. The h�stor�es of kalam
wr�tten on th�s subject are often presented as �f they were the h�story of rel�g�ons, w�thout l�nk�ng
them to the broader framework of the h�story of sc�ence �n Islam�c c�v�l�zat�on. In a way, the h�story
of kalam �s almost treated l�ke the h�story of sects (f�raq). Unfortunately, th�s �s not cons�dered when
the h�story of sc�ence should be wr�tten us�ng the method of the sc�ent�f�c process. What, then, �s
the framework of the h�story of kalam when the sc�ent�f�c process �s taken �nto account as the
method of the h�story of sc�ence? Th�s quest�on �s �mportant because �t represents an approach that
clearly shows the nature of kalam. For example, �n our country, the h�stor�es of kalam and Islam�c
ph�losophy are wr�tten separately, espec�ally under the �nfluence of Or�ental�sts. However, �n our
understand�ng, kalam and ph�losophy are the same; that �s, ph�losoph�cal thought �n Islam�c
c�v�l�zat�on �s expressed as “kalam.” We have only one ph�losophy, and w�th�n th�s ph�losoph�cal
thought, there are three ma�n trad�t�ons: 1) the Kalam trad�t�on, 2) the Per�patet�c (Mashâ’î)
trad�t�on, and 3) the Suf� trad�t�on. In add�t�on, although a weaker current, the trad�t�on of al-Ishraq
�nfluenced only some th�nkers and can be cons�dered part of the per�patet�c trad�t�on. L�kew�se,
movements such as Zakar�ya al-Rāzī and Ikhwan al-Safā can also be �ncluded �n th�s trad�t�on.
However, s�nce the per�patet�c trad�t�on �s trad�t�onally called “falās�fa,” and because �t d�ffers from
the kalam approach �n �ts method of thought, �ts �deas are referred to as “ph�losophy” �n Greek.
Or�ental�sts, who d�d not fully understand th�s, referred to kalam as “theology” (or Islam�c theology,
or somet�mes d�alect�cal theology). However, as �s known, theolog�ans do not recogn�ze theology as
a sc�ence. How can those who reject theology be called “theolog�ans”? Th�s �s because Or�ental�sts
regarded the Ar�stotel�an trad�t�on as ph�losophy, and they projected the theology-ph�losophy
d�st�nct�on from the�r own �ntellectual h�story onto ours. Consequently, we were �nfluenced by
them and d�v�ded our h�story of ph�losoph�cal thought �nto three parts. Can we d�scuss a N�zam�yah
trad�t�on that, �n some way, does not accept th�s approach? In th�s paper, we w�ll attempt to
exam�ne and demonstrate the role the N�zam�yya madrasas played �n later madrasa educat�on �n the
h�story of Islam�c thought, us�ng the sc�ent�f�c process method that I have been develop�ng.

Keywords: Kalam, Theology, N�zam�yah Madrasas, Ghazal�, Ottoman Madrasa System, H�story of
Sc�ence �n Islam, Sc�ent�f�c Process.

Alparslan Açıkgenç was born �n 1952 �n Erzurum. He completed h�s
undergraduate degree at Ankara Un�vers�ty �n 1974, h�s master's degree
at the Un�vers�ty of W�scons�n �n 1978 and h�s PhD at the Un�vers�ty of
Ch�cago �n 1983. He commenced h�s tenure at the METU Department of
Ph�losophy �n the same year. He was appo�nted Ass�stant Professor �n
1984, promoted to Assoc�ate Professor �n 1987, and atta�ned the pos�t�on
of Professor �n 1993. He was aff�l�ated w�th the Un�vers�ty of Ch�cago �n
1985 and held a pos�t�on at the Internat�onal Inst�tute of Islam�c
Thought and C�v�l�sat�on �n Malays�a from 1995 to 1999. Subsequently,
Açıkgenç served as the V�ce Rector and lecturer at Fat�h Un�vers�ty
from 2006 to 2009 and later held adm�n�strat�ve and academ�c roles at
Yıldız Techn�cal Un�vers�ty. 

S�nce 2017, he has cont�nued h�s academ�c stud�es at Ibn Haldun Un�vers�ty. Alongs�de numerous
art�cles, he has authored notable works �nclud�ng "Ver� Felsefes�" (1992), "Be�ng and Ex�stence �n
Sadrā and He�degger: A Comparat�ve Ontology" (Kuala Lumpur, 1992), “B�lg� Felsefes� İslam
Bağlamında B�lg� B�l�mden S�stem Felsefes�ne” (Istanbul, 1992), “Islam�c Sc�ence: Towards a
Def�n�t�on" (Kuala Lumpur, 1996), "Kavram ve Süreç Olarak B�lg�n�n İslam�leşt�r�lmes�" (1998),
"Sc�ent�f�c Thought and �ts Burdens" (Istanbul, 2000), and "İslam Meden�yet�nde B�lg� ve B�l�m"
(Istanbul, 2006).
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PHILOSOPHY AND KALĀM IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD

CHARLES BUTTERWORTH

In all �mportant respects, Arab�c and Islam�c ph�losoph�cal �nvest�gat�on beg�ns w�th Abū Naṣr al-
Fārābī. To the extent that kalām, properly speak�ng, should be understood as d�alect�cal theology,
Alfarab� stands out as an �mportant gu�de to the reason�ng that �nforms th�s art. Of all h�s wr�t�ngs,
none �s as �mportant for understand�ng the asp�rat�ons and l�m�tat�ons of th�s art as the K�tāb al-
Ḥurūf (Book of Letters). Th�s �s because central to the argument of th�s work �s h�s assert�on that,
thanks to Ar�stotle, "both un�versal theoret�cal and pract�cal ph�losophy" have been perfected, "w�th
no room left for further �nvest�gat�on." Consequently, ph�losoph�cal �nqu�ry would have to g�ve way
to the art of demonstrat�on and ph�losoph�cal arguments to demonstrat�ve arguments. Yet, later �n
the text, he seems to recons�der th�s judgement and adm�ts that the d�alect�cal method of �nqu�ry
rema�ns �nvaluable for �nvest�gat�ng the perenn�al problems we face as humans. To resolve the
doubts ra�sed about these two arts and about the status of ph�losophy follow�ng Ar�stotle, �t �s
necessary to ascerta�n Al-Farab�'s full teach�ng as set forth �n the Book of Letters. That �s the goal of
the paper presented here, based on my new Engl�sh translat�on of the work and an equally new
ed�t�on of �ts Arab�c text.

Keywords: Abū Naṣr al-Fārābī, Kalām, K�tāb al-Ḥurūf, Ph�losoph�cal Inqu�ry.

Charles Butterworth �s an Emer�tus Professor of Government and
Pol�t�cs at the Un�vers�ty of Maryland, recogn�sed for h�s work �n
med�eval Arab�c and Islam�c pol�t�cal ph�losophy. He has publ�shed
cr�t�cal ed�t�ons of Averroes’ commentar�es on Ar�stotle and translated
works by Averroes, Alfarab�, Ma�mon�des, and Alraz�. H�s research
also explores pol�t�cal ph�losophy from anc�ent to modern t�mes,
�nclud�ng Rousseau and Frantz Fanon. Butterworth has taught and
lectured across the M�ddle East, Europe, and Afr�ca. He holds
advanced degrees from the Un�vers�ty of Ch�cago and the Un�vers�ty
of Nancy and has been honoured for both h�s teach�ng and scholarly
ach�evements. H�s academ�c career has �ncluded roles as Pr�nc�pal
Invest�gator on projects funded by the Sm�thson�an and the Nat�onal
Endowment for the Human�t�es, as well as a fellowsh�p at the
Woodrow W�lson Internat�onal Center for Scholars. 

He has also served as pres�dent of several scholarly soc�et�es, �nclud�ng the Amer�can Counc�l for the
Study of Islam�c Soc�et�es (ACSIS) and the Soc�été Internat�onale pour l'Étude de l'H�sto�re de la Ph�losoph�e et
la Sc�ence Arabe et Islam�que (SIHSPAI). Throughout h�s career, he has contr�buted s�gn�f�cantly to
cross-cultural academ�c d�scourse, organ�s�ng sem�nars and del�ver�ng lectures on Islam�c and
Western ph�losoph�cal trad�t�ons.
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IBN TAYMIYYA ON IBN SĪNĀ:

JULES JANSSENS

S�nce the sem�nal stud�es of M�chot and Hoover, �t has become crystal clear that Ibn Taym�yya had
a deep understand�ng of the var�ous currents of thought c�rculat�ng �n the Islam�c world of h�s t�me,
�nclud�ng ph�losophy. Moreover, there �s now general agreement among scholars that many
adherents of these currents, such as Kalām or Taṣawwuf, were profoundly �nfluenced by Ibn Sīnā’s
(Av�cenna’s) thought. Therefore, �t comes as no surpr�se that Ibn Taym�yya frequently ment�ons Ibn
Sīnā’s name. Th�s �s part�cularly ev�dent �n Ibn Taym�yya’s two most s�gn�f�cant works expl�c�tly
address�ng ph�losophy: Dar’ al-taʿāruḍ al-ʿaql wa-l-naql, wh�ch focuses on the correct relat�onsh�p
between reason and trad�t�on, and al-Radd ʿalā al-Manṭ�q�yyīn, h�s famous refutat�on of the
“log�c�ans.” However, except for al-Ishārāt wa-l-tanbīhāt and the R�sāla al-Aḍhaw�yya f� l-maʿād
(although l�m�ted to part of a chapter), Ibn Taym�yya, �n ne�ther of these works (nor �n any other of
h�s works, as far as I can see), ever quotes substant�al passages from Ibn Sīnā’s wr�t�ngs. Certa�nly,
now and then, though very sporad�cally, expl�c�t references to al-Sh�fā’ are found, but they are
almost always of a very general nature. As for al-Najāt, a few extant quotat�ons appear, but they are
clearly der�ved from Abū Barakāt al-Baghdādī’s K�tāb al-Mutaʿbar. Here, we can detect the
s�gn�f�cance of the use (and understand�ng) of Av�cenn�an texts �n later trad�t�on. Th�s �s
unm�stakably also the case w�th al-Ishārāt, where numerous quotat�ons from Ibn Sīnā’s text are often
followed by those from Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī’s commentary (or, occas�onally, Naṣīr al-Dīn al-Ṭūsī’s).
F�nally, worth not�ng �s the potent�al �nfluence that al-Rāzī may have had on Ibn Taym�yya’s
spec�f�c treatment of the Aḍhaw�yya, as M�chot has jud�c�ously observed. Based on a bas�c survey of
the most �mportant references to Av�cenn�an texts, �t �s argued that everyth�ng suggests that Ibn
Taym�yya was deeply concerned that many followers of Kalām or Taṣawwuf, even among those who
vehemently cr�t�c�sed h�m, presented some of Ibn Sīnā’s �deas as genu�nely Islam�c, whereas Ibn
Taym�yya judged them— from the rel�g�ous po�nt of v�ew of “orthodox” Islam— as rejectable or
even heret�cal.

Keywords: Ibn Taym�yya, Ibn Sīnā (Av�cenna), Kalām, Islam�c ph�losophy.
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AN OTTOMAN REEXAMINATION OF IBN KHALDUN'S
THEORY OF DYNASTIC STATE DECLINE:

THE CASE OF KATIP ÇELEBI

BEDI MORAVID

What are the reasons for the decl�ne and how to cope w�th �t? Start�ng w�th the 16th and 17th
centur�es, the general pol�t�cal subject�v�ty of the Ottoman and Moslem el�tes was framed by th�s
�ssue, espec�ally by the Treaty of Karlow�tz of 1699, and by the b�rth of what came to be known as
the “Quest�on of the Or�ent.”

The r�se of Europe mounted unprecedented challenges to the Ottoman Emp�re and the w�der
Musl�m world as a whole. Was the emp�re unavo�dably dest�ned to w�ther away, as deemed
�nexorable for the southern Med�terranean world two centur�es earl�er by Ibn Khaldûn, or could �t
asp�re to a new w�ll to succeed or at least reverse the fatal�sm of �ts h�story? Th�s �s obv�ously one of
the reasons why the v�ews Muqadd�ma’s author exerted so much �nfluence over the Ottoman pol�t�cal
thought of the t�me.

The parad�gm of the decl�ne, as outl�ned �n the Muqadd�ma, seemed to be spectacularly val�dated by
the course of events. For example, the sh�ft of the pol�t�cal-econom�c ep�center of the world towards
the northern Med�terranean countr�es, as Ibn Khaldun had �ns�stently declared, was already an
observable fact.

Th�s paper a�ms to exam�ne the way �n wh�ch Ottoman el�tes, and more part�cularly Kât�p Çeleb� as
a central f�gure of the f�rst half of the 17th century, became �nterested �n the Muqadd�ma and �ts dual
parad�gm of the r�se and decl�ne of emp�res or dynast�c states.

Keywords:  Ibn Khaldun, Muqadd�ma, Ottoman El�tes, Kât�p Çeleb�.
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE REVELATION AND
REASON IN HANAFI-MĀTURĪDĪ MADRASAS

İLYAS ÇELEBİ

Th�s paper explores the methodology of the Hanafī-Māturīdī sect, one of the two pr�mary schools of
Ahl al-Sunnah theology, concern�ng the relat�onsh�p between revelat�on and reason. Abū Ḥanīfa,
who adopted the method of d�raya (rat�onal �nterpretat�on), pursued a m�ddle approach between
the trad�t�onal�sts (salaf) and the theolog�ans (mutakall�mūn) �n the matters of creed. Dur�ng h�s t�me,
var�ous groups held extreme pos�t�ons on exeges�s (ta'wīl). On one end, there were the Khar�j�tes,
Ahl al-Ḥadīth, and Zah�r�tes who rejected ta'wīl and adhered str�ctly to textual�sm, wh�le on the
other end, the Jahm�yya, Mu'taz�la, and Bat�n�yya uncond�t�onally embraced �t. However, Abū
Ḥanīfa took a moderate and l�m�ted approach, �ntegrat�ng reason and text to balance both
extremes. Desp�te th�s, later adherents of the Hanaf� school d�d not always apply Abū Ḥanīfa's
method w�th the same prec�s�on. Consequently, a form of Hanaf�sm closely al�gned w�th
trad�t�onal�sm emerged �n Egypt and North Afr�ca through f�gures l�ke al-Ṭaḥāwī and h�s students,
wh�le an �nterpretat�on more ak�n to Mu'taz�l�te thought and ph�losophy developed �n Samarkand
and Khorasan through al-Māturīdī. Follow�ng al-Māturīdī, var�ous �nterpretat�ons of Māturīd�sm
emerged. These �ncluded scholars who emphas�sed the revelat�on, such as al-Ḥakīm al-Samarqandī,
Rustufaghnī, and Abū Shakūr al-Sāl�mī; those who pr�or�t�sed reason and engaged w�th
ph�losoph�cal �ssues, such as Shams al-Dīn al-Samarqandī and Ṣadr al-Sharīʿa; and those who
comb�ned reason and revelat�on, such as Abū al-Muʾīn al-Nasafī, Abū al-Yusr al-Pazdawī, and Nūr
al-Dīn al-Ṣabūnī. Th�s paper d�scusses and evaluates the approaches of these currents �n relat�on to
the use of revelat�on and reason.

Keywords: Hanaf�, Māturīdī, Revelat�on, Reason.
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THE SCARCITY AND PLENITUDE OF RELIGIOUS AND
PHILOSOPHICAL DISPUTES AS A MEASUREMENT FOR

TRUTH

YUSUF ARIKANER

Rel�g�ous and ph�losoph�cal thought systems str�ve to reach, understand, and art�culate the truth
through var�ous methods. However, the process of reach�ng the truth �s cont�ngent upon the
accuracy of the method employed. When the methodology �s flawed or �nfluenced by psycholog�cal
factors, �t becomes challeng�ng to ascerta�n the truth, often result�ng �n confl�cts. The prevalence of
s�gn�f�cant d�sagreements w�th�n a part�cular f�eld may be �nterpreted by oppos�ng v�ews as ev�dence
that the f�eld has not arr�ved at the truth. In th�s regard, the connect�on between the methodology
of oppos�ng v�ews and the truth �s often overlooked, and the mult�tude of d�sagreements �s used as
just�f�cat�on for deem�ng the methodology flawed. Draw�ng conclus�ons about the falsehood of a
part�cular f�eld based on the presence of d�sputes can be approached from two perspect�ves. F�rst,
some ph�losophers present the d�sputes and confl�cts among rel�g�ons as proof that all rel�g�ons are
d�stant from the truth. S�m�larly, the abundance of d�sagreements w�th�n Islam can be taken as an
�nd�cat�on that Islam �s not the truth. Secondly, �n the class�cal age of Islam, theolog�cal and
ph�losoph�cal trad�t�ons appl�ed a s�m�lar log�c, attempt�ng to reveal the fallacy of oppos�ng v�ews by
h�ghl�ght�ng the excess of d�sagreements. Th�s study a�ms to explore these cla�ms, cons�der�ng the
var�ety of d�sagreements as an �nd�cat�on of not hav�ng reached the truth, and exam�nes the
responses to these cla�ms. The f�rst sect�on d�scusses the assert�ons of �nd�v�duals who oppose
rel�g�on and Islam, cla�m�ng that rel�g�ons are far from the truth due to the�r numerous
d�sagreements. It also delves �nto the responses to these cla�ms. The second part analyzes s�m�lar
cla�ms w�th�n theolog�cal and ph�losoph�cal trad�t�ons, along w�th the�r correspond�ng responses.
Thus, th�s study exam�nes the fundamental debate on whether the mult�pl�c�ty of d�sagreements can
be regarded as a s�gn of not reach�ng the truth and quest�ons th�s approach.
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AHMAD BOSTANI 

  ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHY AND ITS RECEPTION IN
IRANIAN INTELLECTUAL HISTORY

Sh�hab al-D�n Yahya Suhraward� (1154–1191) was a notable Iran�an ph�losopher who l�ved dur�ng a
tumultuous per�od �n Islam�c c�v�l�zat�on. He founded the Ph�losophy of Illum�nat�on or Or�ental
Ph�losophy (H�kmat al-Ishraq) to rev�ve the unapprec�ated legacy of anc�ent Pers�an w�sdom and
sp�r�tual�ty. Suhraward� cr�t�c�zed the emphas�s on acqu�red knowledge �n Per�patet�c ph�losophy
(esp. Alfarab� and Av�cenna) and �nstead focused on �ntu�t�on and present�al knowledge as sources
for ph�losoph�z�ng.

The ph�losophy of Illum�nat�on �s based on a complex ontology of L�ght, w�th a hor�zontal and
h�erarch�cal order of l�ghts culm�nat�ng �n the L�ght of l�ghts. Suhraward� gave spec�al attent�on to
anc�ent Pers�an prophets, sages, and k�ngs, bel�ev�ng that some Pers�an k�ngs had access to the d�v�ne
sources of L�ght and were among the most prom�nent sages �n h�story. He was the most notable
Musl�m ph�losopher to pra�se the pre-Islam�c Pers�an �ntellectual trad�t�on, comb�n�ng �t w�th
Platon�c ph�losophy and an esoter�c �nterpretat�on of Islam.

Suhraward�'s �deas were further developed by other Iran�an ph�losophers who emphas�sed aspects of
the Pers�an ph�losophy of Illum�nat�on, �nclud�ng the oppos�t�on of l�ght and darkness, the
h�erarch�cal order of l�ghts, the world of �mages, the esoter�c �nterpretat�on of the Qur'an, and
Pers�an mythology. Desp�te be�ng condemned as a heret�c and executed by Salad�n for h�s
�d�osyncrat�c ph�losoph�cal and theolog�cal v�ews, Suhraward�'s ph�losophy of Illum�nat�on has had a
last�ng �mpact on Islam�c ph�losophy and cont�nues to be stud�ed and debated by scholars today.

Dur�ng the m�d-20th century, Iran�ans sought to re-establ�sh the�r �dent�ty �n the modern world by
rev�v�ng attent�on to the�r nat�onal f�gures. They demonstrated that the�r culture, ph�losophy, and
theology ex�sted before the �ntroduct�on of Islam and pers�sted even after the collapse of the
Sassan�an dynasty and the re�gn of the Islam�c order and cal�phate system. One of the prom�nent
f�gures whose ph�losophy was rev�ved was Suhraward�, along w�th Ferdows�, the great ep�c poet of
Iran. Scholars such as Henry Corb�n, the French Or�ental�st, and Seyyed Hosse�n Nasr, an Iran�an
ph�losopher, played a cruc�al role �n rev�v�ng the Or�ental ph�losophy. S�nce then, the ph�losophy of
Illum�nat�on, �ts legacy, and �ts "nat�onal�st�c" aspects have been thoroughly d�scussed among Iran�an
scholars.

Th�s paper delves �nto Suhraward�'s Or�ental ph�losophy, focus�ng on �ts Iran�an elements and �ts
contemporary appropr�at�on by Iran�ans. F�rstly, the role of Suhraward� �n restor�ng Pers�an
ph�losophy dur�ng the med�eval Islam�c world w�ll be d�scussed. Then, the paper presents
contemporary �nterpretat�ons of Suhraward�'s legacy �n Iran and h�s role �n shap�ng Iran�an �dent�ty
and nat�onal sp�r�t based on a sp�r�tual not�on taken from h�s Or�ental ph�losophy.

Keywords: Suhraward�, Illum�nat�on Ph�losophy, Iran�an Ph�losophy.
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CONTEXTUALISING PHILOSOPHY IN IBN KHALDUN’S
MUQADDIMA

WASEEM EL-RAYES

The ph�losoph�cal s�gn�f�cance of Ibn Khaldun's Muqadd�ma has long been the subject of scholarly
controversy, a debate that has pers�sted for over a century. Although th�s debate has lost some of �ts
�n�t�al v�gor, �t cont�nues to endure. The secret to �ts longev�ty seems to l�e �n the Muqadd�ma's
ostens�bly amb�guous att�tude toward ph�losophy. On the one hand, there �s �nd�sputable ev�dence
of the deeply ph�losoph�cal nature of the work. Ibn Khaldun expl�c�tly draws on the Greco-Arab�c
ph�losoph�cal trad�t�on to art�culate a novel sc�ence—the sc�ence of culture (ʿ�lm al-ʿumrān)—wh�ch
stud�es human soc�al organ�sat�on to fac�l�tate the rat�onal exam�nat�on of h�story. On the other
hand, the Muqadd�ma �s �nfused w�th a devot�onal style of wr�t�ng that appears—espec�ally to
modern scholarly sens�b�l�t�es—to pr�v�lege fa�th over reason (whatever that pr�v�lege or the
d�chotomy between these supposed ways of l�fe m�ght mean). Th�s paper moves away from th�s
controversy, focus�ng less on ph�losophy as a way of l�fe, wh�ch �s suscept�ble to modern b�ases about
what const�tutes ph�losophy, and more on ph�losophy as a means to product�ve knowledge. Thus,
the paper exam�nes the role and pract�ce of ph�losophy �n the Muqadd�ma to demonstrate why Ibn
Khaldun v�ewed ph�losophy as an �nd�spensable tool for human learn�ng, wh�le also recogn�s�ng �ts
l�m�tat�ons.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldun, Muqadd�ma, Ph�losophy.
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HUMAN IN A POST-
ENLIGHTENMENT WORLD

MUHAMMAD U.  FARUQUE 

Referred to by some ph�losophers as “the knot of the un�verse,” �nvest�gat�ons concern�ng human
selfhood and subject�v�ty can help unravel quest�ons of central contemporary relevance, such as
what �t �s to be human �n a post-Enl�ghtenment world. Th�s paper seeks to �nvest�gate Mullā Ṣadrā’s
(d. 1640) theory of selfhood and human flour�sh�ng. For Ṣadrā, the human self has �ntr�ns�c self-
knowledge, wh�ch he demonstrates through the phenomenon of self-awareness, wh�ch �s an
unden�able feature of the self. Moreover, Ṣadrā argues that self-knowledge and levels of
consc�ousness po�nt to the self’s �mmater�al�ty because such features cannot be of the nature of the
body, wh�ch, by def�n�t�on, has extens�on. Furthermore, �n Ṣadrā’s ph�losophy, the real�sat�on of
one’s true selfhood depends on l�v�ng a ph�losoph�cal l�fe that comb�nes both theoret�cal
reason/�ntellect and sp�r�tual pract�ces. The paper concludes by draw�ng out the contemporary
relevance of Ṣadrā’s ph�losophy of selfhood and human flour�sh�ng, and thus, responds to the
quest�on of what �t means to be human �n a post-Enl�ghtenment world.

Keywords: Mullā Ṣadrā, Self-knowledge, Human Flour�sh�ng, Post-Enl�ghtenment.
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A PERIODISATION OF THE HISTORY OF ISLAMIC
THEOLOGY (´ILM AL-KALÂM) INSPIRED BY IBN KHALDÛN

MOKDAD ARFA MENSIA

There �s no longer any need to emphas�se Ibn Khaldûn’s contr�but�ons �n al-Muqadd�ma regard�ng
ep�stemology and the h�story of the sc�ences, from the�r beg�nn�ngs to h�s own t�me. However, what
st�ll requ�res renewed study �s a closer exam�nat�on of h�s d�scourse on these sc�ences to �dent�fy
what spec�f�cally d�st�ngu�shes h�m. In prev�ous stud�es, we have explored Ibn Khaldûn’s d�scuss�ons
on theology, Suf�sm, log�c, and other sc�ences. Now, we return to Islam�c theology to h�ghl�ght h�s
relat�onsh�p w�th th�s d�sc�pl�ne, focus�ng on h�s un�que approach to �ts treatment and
per�od�sat�on. It �s notable that Ibn Khaldûn addressed th�s f�eld w�th three rare qual�t�es, seldom
found together �n a s�ngle scholar: a researcher who �nvest�gated the sc�ence and descr�bed �ts
ep�stemology, a h�stor�an who tracked �ts major developments and stages, and a scholar who
adopted a spec�f�c doctr�ne w�th�n the theolog�cal schools. For our purposes, we w�ll focus on h�s
role as a h�stor�an, draw�ng �nsp�rat�on from h�s work to propose a per�od�sat�on of Islam�c theology
that could help us more accurately trace �ts stages of evolut�on. Th�s �s what we a�m to present
today.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldûn, al-Muqadd�ma, Islam�c Theology.
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AVICENNA ON TRANSFORMATIVE KNOWLEDGE:

MOHAMMAD AZADPUR

Av�cenna’s account of self-knowledge avo�ds what he decr�es, �n the De An�ma of the K�tāb al-sh�fā’, as
the “Porphyr�an absurd�ty”:

The Porphyr�an v�ew, labelled “cogn�t�ve �dent�f�cat�on,” �s an elaborat�on of Ar�stotle’s famous
passage from h�s De An�ma 3.8, where he says, “the human soul �s �n a certa�n sense all ent�t�es.”[3].
Av�cenna does not d�spute the �dent�ty of the �ntellect and the �ntell�g�ble (�.e., the knower and the
known), as that �dent�ty �s “commonplace �n Ar�stotel�an ph�losophy as �t comes down to
Av�cenna.”[4]. Av�cenna, rather, d�sputes the blurr�ng of the d�st�nct�on between the human soul
and the Act�ve Intellect. For the Act�ve Intellect, knowledge �s self-knowledge, whereas the human
soul requ�res sense percept�on to know. 

I adjud�cate the contested Av�cenn�an v�ew of human knowledge and argue that my read�ng of
Av�cenna’s ep�stemology accommodates the �dent�ty of the knower and the known �n that a
potent�al result of sc�ent�f�c �nqu�ry (�.e., the acqu�s�t�on of knowledge) �s the conjunct�on of the
human soul w�th the Act�ve Intellect. The conjunct�on culm�nates �n the transformat�on of the soul
and, therefore, the destruct�on, so to speak, of the soul as �t �s pr�or to the conjunct�on.

Keywords: Av�cenna, Self-knowledge, Act�ve Intellect, Cogn�t�ve Ident�f�cat�on.
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Aga�nst The Porphyr�an Cogn�t�ve Ident�f�cat�on

The statement that the essence of the soul becomes the �ntell�g�ble �s, �n my v�ew, wholly
absurd. I cannot understand the�r statement that one th�ng becomes another th�ng, nor do I
understand how th�s could occur. For �f �t �s by cast�ng off one form and out�ng on another,
so that �t �s one th�ng together w�th the f�rst form and another th�ng together w�th the other
form, then the f�rst th�ng has not really become the second th�ng, but rather the f�rst th�ng
has been destroyed, and there rema�ns only �ts subject (mawḍū‘) or a part of �t[1].

Av�cenna’s De An�ma, ed�ted by Fazlur Rahman (London: Oxford Un�vers�ty Press, 1959) 239. Translated �n Adamson, “Porphyr�us Arabus on Nature and Art. Append�x
1: Av�cenna, Yaḥyā �bn ‘Adī, and Porphyry’s Theory of Intellect,” �n Stud�es �n Porphyry, ed. G. Karamanul�s and A. Sheppard (London: Inst�tute of Class�cal Stud�es,
2007), 156.

1.

Although Av�cenna attr�butes th�s v�ew to Porphyry, the author of the Isagoge, there �s some d�spute as to whether the real target of h�s attack should be cons�dered to
be Porphyry or rather the Porphyr�an Baghdad� Per�patet�cs (Adamson, 159-60). See also J. F�nnegan, “Av�cenna’s Refutat�on of Porphyr�us,” In Av�cenna Commemorat�on

Volume, ed�ted by V. Courto�s (Calcutta, Iran Soc�ety, 1956), 196. For a contemporary read�ng of Ar�stotle as hold�ng such a v�ew, see Black, “Mental Ex�stence �n
Thomas Aqu�nas and Av�cenna,” �n Med�eaval Stud�es 61 (1999): 58-9.

2.

Ar�stoteles, De An�ma, 431b21; see also 3.5, 430a153.
Adamson, “Porphyr�us Arabus on Nature and Art. Append�x 1: Av�cenna, Yaḥyā �bn ‘Adī, and Porphyry’s Theory of Intellect,” 157. See Ar�stotle’s De An�ma, 3.4, 430a3-5;
3.7, 431b17; 3.8, 431b21-432a1.

4.



WHAT IS THE FASL (DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTIC) OF
THOUGHT IN THE MUTA’AKHIRUN PERIOD?

EŞREF ALTAŞ

After the 12th century, the ph�losophy of Av�cenna (Ibn S�na) was largely �nher�ted by the
mutakall�mūn (theolog�ans), part�cularly regard�ng �ts concepts and subject matters. As a result, the
theolog�cal thought of the muta'akh�run (later per�od) has often been descr�bed �n the l�terature as
"ph�losoph�cal kalām." However, �n response to the cla�m that kalām had become ph�losoph�sed,
scholars—part�cularly Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī and h�s followers—were careful to d�st�ngu�sh what set
kalām apart from ph�losophy. W�th�n th�s framework, muta'akh�run kalām th�nkers sought to
organ�se the�r thoughts around the concepts of fāʿ�l-� mukhtār (the voluntary agent) and mūj�b b�'l-
dhāt (the necessary by essence). Th�s paper exam�nes how these concepts were understood and
how they became central to muta'akh�run kalām thought, as emphas�sed by prom�nent scholars
such as al-Rāzī, al-Tūsī, al-Urmawī, al-Bayḍāwī, al-Ījī, and al-Samarqandī. The concept of fāʿ�l-�
mukhtār �s not only un�que to theology (ʿ�lm al-kalām), but �t also has far-reach�ng �mpl�cat�ons
across var�ous f�elds of thought, �nclud�ng ep�stemology, ontology, and natural ph�losophy, g�v�ng
r�se to secondary concepts. Th�s paper h�ghl�ghts how ph�losoph�cal concepts assoc�ated w�th th�s
central theory were transformed w�th�n kalām and a�ms to clar�fy the character�st�cs of
muta'akh�run thought by d�st�ngu�sh�ng �ts core, unchang�ng concepts from those adaptable and
rev�sable.

Keywords: Muta’akh�run Per�od, Fāʿ�l-� Mukhtār, Mūj�b b�’l-Dhāt, Ph�losoph�cal Kalām.
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THE RELEVANCE OF PHILOSOPHY FOR THEISTIC MINDS
IN THE LIGHT OF CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES

MUSTAFA ÇEVİK

Th�s study beg�ns by exam�n�ng the foundat�onal and transformat�ve effects of ph�losophy. It then
analyses the �mpact of ph�losophy dur�ng and after the "translat�on per�od". Next, �t prov�des a
contextual framework for understand�ng the concept of the "the�st�c m�nd". The research also
emphas�ses the poss�ble solut�ons that the the�st�c m�nd has already offered or could potent�ally
offer for contemporary problems, as well as the contr�but�ons ph�losophy can make toward
refram�ng and redef�n�ng these �ssues. F�nally, the study explores the pract�cal appl�cat�ons of
"appl�ed ph�losophy" and "appl�ed eth�cs" �n areas such as educat�on, academ�a, law, moral�ty, and
soc�al development w�th�n Musl�m soc�et�es. Th�s �ncludes address�ng challenges emerg�ng from new
understand�ngs of knowledge, part�cularly �n the l�ght of advancements �n art�f�c�al �ntell�gence
technology.

Keywords: The�st�c M�nd, Appl�ed Ph�losophy, Appl�ed Eth�cs, Theology-Centeredness.
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AYŞE SIDIKA OKTAY

Moral thought �n the Islam�c world developed through var�ous branches. The two pr�mary sources
that const�tute Islam�c moral thought are trad�t�onal moral�ty, establ�shed through a moral read�ng
of Quran�c verses and had�ths, and the moral works, wr�tten by Islam�c myst�cs (Suf�s) to prepare
derv�sh cand�dates for the journey of ascet�c�sm (seyr-� ṣulūk). Moreover, Musl�m ph�losophers,
�nsp�red by the Anc�ent Greek ph�losophers, formulated moral ph�losoph�es that al�gn w�th Islam�c
moral understand�ngs beyond the g�ven sources. Th�s current of thought can be cons�dered the most
well-known and �nfluent�al movement. Theolog�ans l�ke al-Ghazālī and Suf�s l�ke Ibn 'Arabī
�ncorporated ph�losophers' essent�al v�rtues and v�ces �nto the�r works just as they are. Th�s �s
because the ph�losophers had a s�gn�f�cant �nfluence on adapt�ng v�rtues to Islam�c thought. 

It �s ev�dent that theolog�ans have not wr�tten cons�derable works focus�ng d�rectly on Islam�c
eth�cs, nor has suff�c�ent knowledge accumulated to form a comprehens�ve understand�ng of
moral�ty. As a consequence, the school of Islam�c eth�cs formed by theolog�ans �s rarely ment�oned.

However, theolog�ans' works on the presence of human free w�ll w�th�n the context of general and
part�cular w�ll, the nature of good and ev�l and the�r or�g�ns, and the themes of truth �nd�cate that
they stand as �ncred�bly valuable sources for contemporary moral ph�losophy just as they were �n
the�r own t�me. The Ash'ar� and Matur�d� theolog�ans conf�dently cont�nued the d�scuss�ons on the
source of values that began w�th the Mutaz�l�tes. Accord�ng to Al-Ghazālī, eth�cs should be
categor�sed as a rel�g�ous sc�ence rather than a ph�losoph�cal one. He conf�dently expla�ned v�rtues
based on verses and had�ths, add�ng a un�que and author�tat�ve d�mens�on to debates on the source
of eth�cs. Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī's approach to eth�cs, as presented �n h�s books, demonstrates the
eth�cal understand�ng of theolog�ans after al-Ghazālī and has had a s�gn�f�cant �nfluence on eth�cal
thought follow�ng h�m.
 
Th�s paper a�ms to explore the changes and developments �n Islam�c eth�cs after al-Ghazālī and al-
Rāzī and the�r effects on later per�ods by exam�n�ng the top�cs and sources of ph�losophers and
theolog�ans �n the f�eld of eth�cs. Thus, the a�m of th�s study �s to reveal the processes that Islam�c
eth�cs has gone through and the d�mens�ons of the relat�onsh�p between ph�losophy, theology,
rel�g�on, and eth�cs �n these processes. Thus, th�s study w�ll uncover the stages of development that
Islam�c eth�cs has evolved �nto and the �nterplay between ph�losophy, theology, rel�g�on, and eth�cs
w�th�n the g�ven process. For th�s purpose, th�s study compares ph�losophers' and theolog�ans'
understand�ng of moral�ty before and after al-Ghazālī and al-Rāzī to reveal the s�m�lar�t�es and
d�fferences between them and to �dent�fy the ma�n po�nts of d�vergence. Th�s paper w�ll also
exam�ne the effects of the changes �n the�r understand�ng of moral�ty reflected �n da�ly l�fe on
contemporary moral thought and propose several approaches wh�lst suggest�ng poss�ble solut�ons.

Keywords: Islam, Ph�losophy, Rel�g�on, Eth�cs, Theology, al-Ghazālī, al-Rāzī.
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THE EVOLUTION OF AL-GHAZALI'S 
THEOLOGICAL THOUGHT

GÜRBÜZ DENİZ

S�nce the propos�t�ons of kalām (Islam�c theology) and jadal (d�alect�cal argumentat�on) are
conjectural, the conclus�ons reached from these propos�t�ons are also conjectural, mean�ng that
debates (arguments) are not ult�mately resolved. Therefore, �t seems appropr�ate to descr�be the
�ntellectual h�story of kalām as the h�story of jadal. 

One of the f�rst �nd�v�duals to pos�t�on and def�ne kalām was Al-Farab�. In h�s work Iḥṣāʾ al-ʿUlūm, he
del�neated the framework of kalām, wh�ch rema�ns relevant even today. Al-Farab� def�nes kalām not
as a defence of rel�g�on but as a body of thought formed to el�m�nate v�ews contrary to and �n
oppos�t�on to the m�lla (nat�on's laws and act�ons) set forth by the prophet (the f�rst leader) based on
revelat�on. W�th�n th�s framework, he makes a tr�part�te d�v�s�on. Wh�le the f�rst of these d�v�s�ons �s
generally accepted, the other two have not ga�ned much prom�nence �n the h�story of kalām. Th�s
paper a�ms to explore the �nfluence of Al-Farab�'s framework on al-Ghazal�'s concept�on of kalām.

In th�s work, we w�ll evaluate al-Ghazal�’s cr�t�que of the earl�er understand�ng of kalām and jadal
w�th�n the f�rst category framed by Al-Farab�. Add�t�onally, the paper w�ll delve �nto the more
extens�ve d�scuss�ons of kalām found �n al-Ghazal�'s work Munq�dh. The eluc�dat�ons prov�ded �n th�s
work not only substant�ate Al-Farab�'s �n�t�al just�f�cat�ons but are also prom�nently featured
throughout al-Ghazal�'s wr�t�ngs.

The paper w�ll subsequently explore how al-Ghazal�'s theolog�cal perspect�ves �n Tahāfut and
analogous works correspond w�th the second category of the theolog�cal v�ew of Al-Farab�. It w�ll
d�scuss how mughalata (theolog�cal d�sputat�ons) are presented w�th�n a spec�f�c framework. 

Al-Farab�'s th�rd v�ew, wh�ch �s not often d�scussed and generally br�ngs ser�ous cr�t�c�sms to kalām
and theolog�ans, w�ll be evaluated �n the context of al-Ghazal�'s speculat�ve v�ews on kalām. Th�s
context w�ll be extracted from the l�nes �n Munq�dh, Tahāfut, and Faysal.

F�nally, the pos�t�on that al-Ghazal� ass�gns to kalām �n Mustasfa and �ts w�despread acceptance after
al-Ghazal� w�ll be evaluated �n connect�on w�th the framework �n wh�ch Al-Farab� def�nes Ilah�yyat
(theology) �n Iḥṣāʾ al-ʿUlūm. In th�s f�nal context, the relat�ve ph�losoph�sat�on of kalām and the loss
of the natural sc�ences' ground �n Musl�m thought w�ll be exam�ned concern�ng al-Ghazal�’s Maqāṣ�d
al-Falās�fah. 

Add�t�onally, the quest�on of whether the d�st�nct�veness of al-Ghazal�'s understand�ng of kalām
stems from the layered nature of h�s thought or the development and evolut�on of h�s theolog�cal
understand�ng w�ll also be addressed.

Keywords: Islam, Ph�losophy, Rel�g�on, Jadal, Kalām, al-Ghazālī, Al-Farab�

Gürbüz Den�z was born �n 1965 �n Oltu, Erzurum. He completed h�s
pr�mary educat�on �n Oltu and h�s secondary educat�on �n Erzurum.
Den�z earned h�s master's degree from the Inst�tute of Soc�al Sc�ences at
Atatürk Un�vers�ty �n 1988, w�th a thes�s t�tled "Kât�p Çeleb�'s
Ph�losophy of Educat�on." In 2000, he obta�ned h�s PhD w�th a thes�s
t�tled "A Compar�son of Hocazâde and Al� Tus�'s Theolog�cal
D�squ�s�t�ons." In 2002, he was appo�nted as a lecturer �n the Department
of Islam�c Ph�losophy at the Faculty of Theology at Ankara Un�vers�ty,
where he cont�nues to work. H�s notable works �nclude "Metaphys�cal
Foundat�ons of Human Freedom," "Human Be�ng �n the D�mens�on of
Mean�ng and Ex�stence," and "Theolog�cal and Ph�losoph�cal
D�scuss�ons."

ABSTRACT



ISLAMIC RATIONALISM IN THE EARLY 
POST-CLASSICAL MADRASA CURRICULUM

MYKHAYLO YAKUBOVYCH

In contemporary stud�es of Islam�c Ph�losophy, the pr�mary focus �s often on the class�cal per�od,
spann�ng from the e�ghth to the th�rteenth century. It �s worth not�ng that many valuable late
med�eval Arab�c sources have not rece�ved the scholarly attent�on they deserve. In th�s context, the
author delves �nto the legacy of two scholars from the Cr�mean Pen�nsula of the Golden Horde
t�mes, namely Sharaf al-Q�r�m� (d. 1440) and Almad al-Q�r�m� (d. 1457). The�r manuscr�pt works,
ded�cated to hermeneut�cs (�lm usul al-f�qh), offer a clear �ns�ght not only �nto certa�n aspects of
post-class�cal Islam�c thought but also the evolut�on of Islam�c knowledge �n Eastern European
lands, part�cularly �n Cr�mea. Th�s reg�on w�tnessed �ntense �ntercultural transm�ss�on dur�ng the
Golden Horde era. It �s argued that both authors were �nfluenced by Central As�an and Pers�an
ph�losoph�cal theology, �nsp�red by the works of Abu Al� �bn Sh�a and h�s followers. G�ven the close
relat�onsh�p between post-class�cal usul al-f�qh and usul al-tafs�r and ph�losophy (falsafah), �t �s
ev�dent that Islam�c Ph�losophy cont�nued to evolve �n the Cr�mean and early Ottoman contexts
through a synthes�s of var�ous aspects of rat�onal�sm and trad�t�onal�sm. Further research �n th�s
area may reveal new �ns�ghts �nto the �nteract�ons between the ph�losoph�cal schools of Cr�mea and
other reg�ons of the late med�eval Islam�c world. 

Keywords: Hermeneut�cs, Almad al-Q�r�m�, Sharaf al-Q�r�m�, Cr�mea, Ottoman.
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the Cr�mean Khanate at the Inst�tute for Advanced Study �n Pr�nceton,
USA, and 16th–17th-century Qur’an�c �nterpretat�ons among L�thuan�an
Tatars at N�colaus Copern�cus Un�vers�ty �n Torun, Poland.
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AL-GHAZĀLĪ AND THE DISCIPLINES

TANELI KUKKONEN

Scholarly and popular narrat�ves al�ke once portrayed al-Ghazālī (d. 505/1111) as the enforcer of a
st�fl�ng theolog�cal orthodoxy, p�tted aga�nst the supposed rad�cal potent�al of a freeth�nk�ng and
rat�onal�st falsafa. Recent scholarsh�p has assa�led th�s outmoded v�ew from two d�rect�ons. F�rstly,
al-Ghazālī was deeply engaged w�th the rat�onal�st ph�losoph�cal project; second, h�s relat�onsh�p
w�th the preva�l�ng rel�g�ous d�sc�pl�nes of Islam�c law and theology was complex, somet�mes
border�ng on host�le. Th�s does not, however, �n my v�ew, make of h�m a proponent (overt or covert)
of falsafa, as some have ma�nta�ned. On my read�ng, al-Ghazālī's most rad�cal work �s the one that
has the most rad�cal t�tle, The Rev�val of the Rel�g�ous Sc�ences. Al-Ghazālī's comm�tment to the
rhythms of everyday Musl�m l�fe, �ts �nherent d�gn�ty and �ts h�dden depths, �s what sets h�m apart
from the �ntellectuals of the age and d�st�ngu�shes h�m as truly 'rad�cal'. Keep�ng th�s �n s�ght allows
us to better apprec�ate both the successes and the fa�lures of h�s thought �n ga�n�ng tract�on �n the
d�sc�pl�nary real�gnment of the 6th-7th/12th-13th centur�es. 

Keywords: Al-Ghazal�, The Rev�val of the Rel�g�ous Sc�ences, Ph�losophy.

Tanel� Kukkonen �s a Professor of Ph�losophy at New York Un�vers�ty
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In h�s monumental new book, The Format�on, of Post-Class�cal Ph�losophy �n Islam (OUP, 2022), Frank
Gr�ffel advances �n a text of over 600 pages the thes�s that Post-Class�cal Islam�c thought from the
12th century onwards gave b�rth to a new or�g�nal ph�losophy, that �n h�s depth, w�dth and �nfluence
must be put on the same level as Rat�onal�sm, German Ideal�sm and Br�t�sh Emp�r�c�sm. Gr�ffel calls
th�s new current ḥ�kma – w�sdom – wh�ch contrary to a w�despread op�n�on, does not reduce to
rat�onal theology (kalām) but to an autonomous strong current of thought wh�ch produced new
concepts and perspect�ves.In fact, the po�nt �s that often the same �ssues d�scussed �n kalām are also
d�scussed �n the context of ḥ�kma, although the assumpt�ons and arguments are often developed
w�th the means appropr�ate to each of these f�elds of knowledge, somet�mes even arr�v�ng at
d�fferent conclus�ons. A typ�cal example d�scussed by Gr�ffel (2022, 515-524) �s al-Rāzī's d�scuss�on of
the pr�nc�ple of suff�c�ent reason (PSR) �n ph�losophy and kalām: whereas �n the former there can be
no causat�on w�thout cause, lead�ng to the acceptance that there �s only one world, the etern�ty of
the world, and the acceptance of pr�nc�ple of plen�tude (PP), �n the latter there can be causat�on
w�thout cause (�n God), creat�on �s endorsed, a form of free w�ll that does not comm�t to a strong
form of plen�tude �s accepted.

Now, an �nterest�ng tw�st to the parallel�sm between ph�losophy and kalām on the �ntertw�n�ng of
PSR and PP �s the art�culat�on of the�r l�nks w�th�n a log�cal framework. A str�k�ng example of such
an art�culat�on can be found �n the log�c of Illum�nat�on (Ishraq) of Sh�hāb al-Dīn Suhrawardī
(549/1155 - 587/1191), one of the most �nfluent�al and �nnovat�ve th�nkers of the Post-class�cal era.

Rahman and Seck (2024) have argued that one of the ma�n contr�but�ons of the log�c of Suhrawardī
(549/1155 - 587/1191) developed �n al-Ishrāq �s the role that presences play �n the d�alect�cal
const�tut�on of the mean�ng of modal�t�es. In such a sett�ng, wh�le the pr�nc�ple of PSR regulates the
atemporal attr�but�on of potent�al�t�es, PP regulates the�r cont�ngent temporal real�zat�on.

The ma�n a�m of our paper �s to show how th�s log�cal �mplementat�on has �mpl�cat�ons for both the
metaphys�cal and theolog�cal consequences of the art�culat�on of PSR and PP. Unl�ke al-Rāzī, who
seems to allow for two d�fferent sets of metaphys�cal conclus�ons depend�ng on whether the
arguments are developed �n ph�losophy or kalām, �t seems that Suhrawardī's approach conta�ns the
elements for a k�nd of un�f�cat�on based on the not�on of knowledge as presence.

Keywords: Post-Class�cal Islam�c Ph�losophy, Pr�nc�ple of Suff�c�ent Reason (PSR), Ḥ�kma
(W�sdom), Sh�hāb al-Dīn Suhrawardī.
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PHILOSOPHY FOR CHILDREN (P4C) IN 
ISLAMIC WORLD

HODA EL KHOULY

Th�s paper �s an attempt to d�scuss the movement of “Ph�losophy for ch�ldren” P4C, and the
poss�b�l�ty of �ts appl�cat�on �n school programs �n the Islam�c world. The ma�n quest�ons addressed
�n th�s paper are: What �s the status of the ch�ld �n Islam? What are the values of P4C? Why �s
ph�losophy �mportant to teachers? What �s the �mportance of �ntroduc�ng ph�losophy �nto pr�mary
schools? Does P4C pose a danger to Islam�c soc�et�es?  

Keywords: Ph�losophy, Ph�losophy for Ch�ldren, P4C, Educat�on, Islam�c World, Schools.
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SHAYKH MUSṬAFĀ ʿABDUL RAZĀQ’S 
SCHOOL OF PHILOSOPHY

MAGDI ABDEL HAFEZ SALEH

The fundamental sh�ft �n Islam�c Ph�losophy, wh�ch �ntegrated ʿIlm al-Kalām (Speculat�ve Theology)
�nto ph�losophy, was not l�m�ted to the panthe�st�c concept of Waḥdat al-Wujūd (Un�ty of Ex�stence)
formulated by Muḥy al-Dīn Ibn ʿArabī (1165-1240) or the ph�losophy of Ishrāq (�llum�nat�on)
champ�oned by Sh�hāb al-Dīn al-Suhrawardī (1155-1191). Th�s sh�ft also extended to Egypt�an
scholars Ḥassan al-ʿAṭṭār (1766-1835), R�fāʿah al-Ṭahṭāwī (1801-1873), and notable th�nkers such as
Jamāl al-Dīn al-Afghānī (1838-1897) and Muḥammad ʿAbduh (1849-1905). In fact, the roots of th�s
sh�ft rema�n ev�dent today.

In th�s research paper, we exam�ne an �mportant school that emerged at the beg�nn�ng of the 20th
century, cons�dered an outgrowth of these earl�er contr�but�ons. Th�s school was led by Shaykh
Musṭafā ʿAbdulRazāq (1885-1947), a p�oneer of reform and rev�val�st movements �n the Islam�c East.
A scholar at Al-Azhar, who later became Grand Imam (1945-1947), Shaykh Musṭafā taught Islam�c
Ph�losophy at the Un�vers�ty of Egypt (now Al-Azhar Un�vers�ty) when �t was founded �n 1925. He
gu�ded h�s students, who became proponents of h�s school, to approach Islam�c Ph�losophy us�ng
contemporary sc�ent�f�c methods, wh�ch he h�mself learned dur�ng h�s stud�es at the Un�vers�ty of
Sorbonne, where he earned h�s doctoral degree w�th a thes�s t�tled Imām Shāf�ʿī: the Greatest Islam�c
Leg�slator. He also stud�ed Uṣūl al-Sharīʿah (Foundat�ons of Islam�c Law) at the Un�vers�ty of Lyon.
H�s �ntellectual journey, spann�ng from 1909 to 1915, �mmersed h�m �n fundamental sc�ent�f�c
pr�nc�ples and methodolog�es, and he became well-acqua�nted w�th the works of Or�ental�sts.

Although Shaykh Musṭafā partnered w�th Or�ental�sts on scholarly projects—such as translat�ng
Muḥammad ʿAbduh’s R�sālat al-Tawḥīd (Ep�stle of Monothe�sm) �nto French w�th Bernard M�chael
and co-author�ng al-Islām wa al-Taṣawwuf (Islam and Suf�sm) w�th Mass�gnon—he cr�t�c�zed the�r
stud�es for neglect�ng the sp�r�tual and rat�onal d�mens�ons of Islam. In h�s book Tamhīd l� Tārīkh al-
Falsafat al-Islāmīyah, he argued that Or�ental�sts overlooked the ex�stence of �ntr�ns�c and
�ndependent Islam�c ph�losoph�cal thought. S�multaneously, he cr�t�c�zed Musl�m scholars who
approached Islam�c Ph�losophy str�ctly from a rel�g�ous perspect�ve. Shaykh Musṭafā sought a th�rd
approach that acknowledged Islam�c Ph�losophy wh�le offer�ng a sc�ent�f�c alternat�ve to the
methodolog�es of both trends, wh�ch became the hallmark of h�s ph�losoph�cal school.

Magd� Abdel Hafez Abdallah Saleh �s an Emer�tus Professor of Modern
and Contemporary Ph�losophy at Helwan Un�vers�ty, Egypt. He has
been a v�s�t�ng professor at several French un�vers�t�es and Kuwa�t
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(1976) and earned h�s PhD w�th honours from Sorbonne Un�vers�ty.
Prof. Saleh has part�c�pated �n numerous �nternat�onal conferences and
comm�ttees, �s a member of several academ�c journals, and has
publ�shed extens�vely �n both Arab�c and French. He �s also a rec�p�ent
of Egypt's State Award for Excellence �n Soc�al Sc�ences.
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Shaykh Musṭafā v�ewed ʿIlm al-Kalām (Speculat�ve Theology) and Uṣūl al-F�qh (Pr�nc�ples of Islam�c
Jur�sprudence) as the or�g�ns and pr�mary sources of Islam�c Ph�losophy, predat�ng �ts encounter
w�th Greek ph�losophy. Th�s conv�ct�on mot�vated h�m to develop a new methodology for study�ng
these d�sc�pl�nes. He mentored students such as Maḥmud Al-Khuḍa�rī (1906-1960), ʿUthmān Amīn
(1905-1978), ʿAlī Sāmī Al-Nashār (1917-1980), Muḥammad Musṭafā Ḥ�lmī (1904-1969), Muḥammad
Yūsuf Mūsa (1899-1963), and Aḥmad Fu’ād Al-Ahwānī (1908-1970), encourag�ng them to explore
these f�elds, study major works by Or�ental�sts, and publ�sh and ed�t class�cal Islam�c ph�losophy
texts and manuscr�pts.

Th�s paper w�ll exam�ne the contr�but�ons of Shaykh Musṭafā ʿAbdulRazāq’s school, h�ghl�ght�ng
the d�st�nct�ve features of �ts ph�losoph�cal d�scourse and the research areas �t focused on. We w�ll
also d�scuss the prom�nent f�gures of the school and �ts groundbreak�ng ach�evements �n the h�story
of Islam�c Ph�losophy, employ�ng h�stor�cal, analyt�cal, and comparat�ve methods.

Keywords: Musṭafā ʿAbdulRazāq, Islam�c Rev�val�sm, Reform Movement, Speculat�ve Theology,
Islam�c Ph�losophy.



COMBINING THE PEOPLE OF THEOLOGY AND THE
PEOPLE OF PHILOSOPHY IN THE CATEGORY OF PEOPLE

OF THOUGHT AND THEORY ACCORDING TO SHEIKH
IBN AL-ARABI

ABDELALI JAMAL ELAMRANI

She�kh Muhy�dd�n grew up �n Andalus�a and d�d not leave for the East unt�l he had reached the age
of forty. In Andalus�a, he learned the sc�ences of theology and ph�losophy. Speech, espec�ally Ash’ar�
speech, had been renewed �n the Islam�c West w�th the presence of f�gures who carr�ed �t from the
East, such as Abu Bakr Ibn Al-Arab� and Muhammad Ibn Tumart, w�th the great care �n th�s per�od
be�ng g�ven to the books of Imam Abu Ham�d Al-Ghazal� �n the generat�on that preceded the t�me
of She�kh Muhy�dd�n. As for ph�losophy, �t reached �ts peak w�th the prom�nent f�gures �n the
rel�g�on, such as Ibn Tufayl and Ibn Rushd, whom She�kh Muhy�dd�n cons�dered after meet�ng
them as “masters of thought and rat�onal theory.”

W�th the She�kh’s �nvolvement �n the Suf� order, he began to d�st�ngu�sh between the approach of
the people of God to knowledge of God, wh�ch �s based on taste and revelat�on, and the ways of
those who use the d�alect�cal method or rat�onal proof, wh�ch �s the matter that led h�m to comb�ne
ph�losophers and theolog�ans �nto a more comprehens�ve category that he refers to as the “people of
thought or rat�onal speculat�on”, as appears. It �s clearly stated �n the follow�ng text conta�ned �n the
�ntroduct�on to the book Al-Futuhaat Al- Makk�yah: “Ph�losophy means the love of w�sdom. Every
rat�onal person loves w�sdom. However, people of thought make m�stakes �n the d�v�ne matter more
than they are wrong, whether they are a ph�losopher, a Mu’taz�l�te, an Isha’ar�, or whatever type of
the people of the rat�onal speculat�on.”

In th�s paper, we attempt to exam�ne th�s comb�nat�on and determ�ne what She�kh al-Akbar means
by the category of rat�onal speculators, and what, accord�ng to h�m, falls w�th�n the realm of
rat�onal sc�ences.

Keywords: She�kh Muhy�dd�n, Ph�losophy and Theology, Rat�onal Speculat�on, Suf� Order.
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ISMAIL ANKARAVI’S INTERPRETATION 
OF THE NOTION OF ‘HIKMA’ (WISDOM)

BİLAL KUŞPINAR 

In the preface to h�s famous commentary on Suhraward�’s Hayak�l al-Nur, Isma�l Rusukh� Ankarav�
(d. 1041/1631), a prom�nent Ottoman Suf�-ph�losopher and the most em�nent commentator on
Mawlana Rum�’s Masnaw�, makes spec�al ment�on of a certa�n group of people, des�gnat�ng them as
‘the people of w�sdom (ashab-� h�kmet)’ and ‘the possessors of natural �ns�ght (erbab-� f�tnat).’ He then
outl�nes the�r d�st�ngu�shed character�st�cs and mer�ts. Referr�ng to verses from the Qur’an (2:269,
13:29), he declares that these people are worthy rec�p�ents of God’s overflow�ng favours �n th�s world
and that they w�ll be honoured w�th a good f�nal state and a beaut�ful return �n the next world. In th�s
part�cular commentary, Izahu’l-H�kam, rather than expl�c�tly expla�n�ng h�s understand�ng of the
not�on of h�kma (for wh�ch he refers readers to h�s other works), Ankarav� elaborates on h�s
character�zat�on of ‘the people of w�sdom.’ He places them �nto three d�st�nct subd�v�s�ons: (�) the
exponents of rat�onal souls (nufus-u nat�qa), most l�kely referr�ng to ph�losophers; (��) the rel�g�ous
scholars (ulema-� d�n�yye), mean�ng jur�sts and theolog�ans; and (���) the Gnost�cs of certa�nty (urefa-�
yaq�n�yye), mean�ng the Suf�s. In accordance w�th the�r part�cular percept�ons and pos�t�ons, each of
these groups conce�ves of God’s w�sdom and d�scloses H�s h�dden treasures accord�ngly. He further
procla�ms that “God granted w�sdom and sound judgment �n speech and dec�s�on” (38:20) to all three
groups. Although Ankarav�, as a Gnost�c-Suf�, �s generally favourable to gnost�c trad�t�on, he holds
all three groups �n h�gh esteem and ass�gns each a notable place, as they all partake �n h�kma.
However, the quest�on of what h�kma really means to h�m st�ll rema�ns unanswered. Therefore, �n
th�s study, we shall carefully �nvest�gate h�s other commentar�es to uncover the mean�ng, scope, and
�mpl�cat�ons of h�s concept�on of h�kma. We w�ll also reappra�se the nature and extent of the
relat�onsh�p among the three f�elds of Islam�c d�sc�pl�nes—kalam, falsafa, and tasawwuf—�n
seventeenth-century Ottoman scholarsh�p.

Keywords: Kalam, Falsafa, Tasawwuf, Isma�l Ankarav�, Suhraward�, Hayak�l al-Nur, Izahu’l-H�kam,
H�kma.
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AVICENNA'S RECEPTION AMONG THE MUTAKALLIMUN:
THE DIALOGUE OF AL-GHAZALI, AL-SHAHRASTANI, 

AL-RAZI AND AL-DAVANI WITH IBN SINA IN THE
COURSE OF TIME

MOHAMMAD J .  ESMAEILI

Th�s presentat�on explores a recently d�scovered autograph manuscr�pt by Ṣadr al-Dīn Muḥammad
Shīrāzī, more commonly known as Mullā Ṣadrā (d. c. 1635/40 CE), where he engages w�th prom�nent
scholars l�ke Abu Ham�d al-Ghazal� (d. 1111 CE). Th�s d�scovery has led me to �nvest�gate the
h�stor�cal recept�on of Av�cenna's ph�losophy by Ash'ar� theolog�ans, part�cularly how Mulla Sadra
�nterpreted the�r v�ewpo�nts. My a�m �s to propose a framework for understand�ng the �ntellectual
exchange between ph�losophers (falas�fa) and theolog�ans (mutakall�mun) dur�ng the Islam�c Golden
Age.

Th�s d�alogue between these schools of thought, ev�dent �n Mulla Sadra's works, reflects a gradual
parad�gm sh�ft. Wh�le al-Ghazal� m�ght not have read�ly embraced Av�cenna's �deas, h�s engagement
w�th them undoubtedly �nfluenced later th�nkers l�ke al-Davan�. Each scholar occup�es a un�que
pos�t�on w�th�n the �ntellectual trad�t�on, and analys�ng the�r �nteract�ons offers valuable �ns�ghts
for contemporary ph�losophy.

In�t�ally, some v�ewed Av�cenna's ph�losophy as s�mply an Arab�c translat�on of Greek thought.
However, a closer look reveals h�s cr�t�cal engagement w�th Greek �deas, �ntegrat�ng them �nto h�s
own ph�losoph�cal system. H�s contr�but�ons are d�verse, rang�ng from foundat�onal works �n
var�ous d�sc�pl�nes to p�oneer�ng allegor�cal wr�t�ng styles and compos�ng works �n Pers�an. Notably,
both h�s ph�losoph�cal and Quran�c exeges�s s�gn�f�cantly �mpacted both h�s students and h�s Ash'ar�
cr�t�cs. I bel�eve a focused explorat�on of th�s under-stud�ed area, part�cularly the Ash'ar� responses
to Av�cenna, has the potent�al to make s�gn�f�cant contr�but�ons to the f�eld.

Keywords: Mullā Ṣadrā, Av�cenna's Ph�losophy, Ash'ar� Theolog�ans, Intellectual Exchange.
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A PROPOSAL ON THE ONTOLOGICAL STATUS OF
RELIGION/ISLAM AND ITS MEANING FOR HUMAN

EXISTENCE 

KASIM KÜÇÜKALP

When rel�g�on �s cons�dered �n the context of the d�st�nct�on between phys�cs, metaphys�cs, and
ghayb (the unseen), �t atta�ns an ontolog�cal status that reveals the mean�ng of human ex�stence.
Modern approaches have led to the reduct�on of rel�g�on to ph�losoph�cal and sc�ent�f�c
understand�ngs, wh�ch has obscured �ts true nature. Rel�g�on should be approached ontolog�cally
rather than ontolog�cally, where humans are seen merely as b�o-psycho-soc�al be�ngs. Wh�le sc�ence
�nvest�gates th�ngs by rema�n�ng l�m�ted to the phenomenal real�t�es of the phys�cal world,
ph�losophy quest�ons truth through thought categor�es. However, s�nce both f�elds cannot overcome
the ep�stem�c l�m�ts of humans, they are �nadequate �n grasp�ng the ult�mate truth and mean�ng.
Rel�g�on, by contrast, �s grounded �n the realm of ghayb, wh�ch l�es beyond both phys�cs and
metaphys�cs. Th�s realm allows humans to establ�sh a d�rect relat�onsh�p w�th the truth,
transcend�ng the�r ep�stem�c l�m�ts. Rel�g�on �s not merely a bel�ef system but an ontolog�cal
foundat�on that offers the opportun�ty to d�scover the mean�ng of human ex�stence and determ�ne
�ts d�rect�on. D�v�ne revelat�on prov�des humans w�th ex�stent�al consc�ousness beyond the phys�cal
and metaphys�cal l�m�ts and �ntegrates them w�th the truth.

The ontolog�cal ground of th�s �ntegrat�on �s the Prophet. The Prophet, as the f�rst rec�p�ent of
d�v�ne revelat�on, embod�es �t. He transforms rel�g�on from a theoret�cal construct �nto an
ontolog�cal proposal. Through h�s Sunnah, rel�g�on moves beyond be�ng mere teach�ng and enables
human�ty to connect w�th the truth �n the�r search for ex�stent�al mean�ng. In th�s context, the
ontolog�cal status of Islam, when cons�dered together w�th the role of the Prophet and h�s Sunnah,
holds a central place �n human�ty’s journey to ult�mate truth and the resolut�on of ex�stent�al
problems. Rel�g�on, w�th �ts ontolog�cal status that transcends both phys�cs and metaphys�cs and �s
based on ghayb, offers a framework that def�nes the mean�ng and d�rect�on of human ex�stence,
gu�ded by the Prophet. Not only does Islam emerge as a bel�ef system but also as an ontolog�cal
propos�t�on that enables human�ty to overcome phys�cal and metaphys�cal l�m�tat�ons and un�te
w�th the truth.

Our study a�ms to prov�de an ontolog�cal clar�f�cat�on of the construct�ve and explanatory role of
rel�g�on �n address�ng �ssues such as the mean�ng of human ex�stence, the nature of be�ng, and the
un�queness of humans among other be�ngs. We argue that treat�ng God and rel�g�on w�th
arguments grounded solely �n human ep�stem�c powers leads to a neglect of the�r true ontolog�cal
status and the�r ex�stent�al s�gn�f�cance for human�ty. In conclus�on, we contend that the ontolog�cal
foundat�ons of rel�g�on and the transcendent nature of God must be understood beyond the realms
of phys�cs and metaphys�cs, w�th�n the framework of connect�ons to ghayb.

Keywords: Ontology, Metaphys�cs, Rel�g�on, Ghayb (Unseen), Prophet.
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EJDER OKUMUŞ

THE SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE IN IBN KHALDUN'S
CRITIQUE OF THE THEOLOGICAL-PHILOSOPHICAL

SYNCRETISM

Th�s study explores Ibn Khaldun’s cr�t�c�sms of the syncret�c approaches to theology and ph�losophy
(Mutaʾakhkh�rīn method and theology) that emerged and evolved �n Islam�c thought after al-Ghazal�,
w�th a part�cular focus on the soc�olog�cal perspect�ve underp�nn�ng these cr�t�ques. In Ibn Khaldun’s
work, the soc�olog�cal perspect�ve plays a central role, not only �n h�s general approach but also as a
cruc�al element of h�s method of cr�t�que. He argues that one of the most �mportant ways to assess the
accuracy of h�stor�cal accounts or narrat�ons �s to analyze the�r soc�al real�ty, exam�ne the cause-and-
effect relat�onsh�ps between events, and cons�der the complex�t�es that �nform them. Thus, th�s study
spec�f�cally focuses on Ibn Khaldun’s soc�olog�cal approach �n relat�on to h�s cr�t�que of the �ntegrat�on
of Islam�c theology and ph�losophy. Methodolog�cally, the research �s based on a l�terature rev�ew of
ex�st�ng sources, a�m�ng to evaluate and �nterpret the problem from a hermeneut�c perspect�ve.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldun, Syncret�sm of Theology and Ph�losophy, Soc�olog�cal Perspect�ve, The
Sc�ence of ʿUmrān.

Ejder Okumuş graduated from Selçuk Un�vers�ty Faculty of Theology
�n 1988 and subsequently worked as a teacher �n Istanbul and
Kahramanmaraş from 1989 to 1994. He rece�ved h�s master's degree
from Selçuk Un�vers�ty Inst�tute of Soc�al Sc�ences �n 1995 and
completed h�s PhD at Marmara Un�vers�ty Inst�tute of Soc�al Sc�ences
�n 1999. Before jo�n�ng Ankara Soc�al Sc�ences Un�vers�ty, he served as a
lecturer at Yüzüncü Yıl Un�vers�ty, Marmara Un�vers�ty, D�cle
Un�vers�ty, and Dokuz Eylul Un�vers�ty. He also held v�s�t�ng professor
pos�t�ons at Lou�s�ana State Un�vers�ty and the Un�vers�ty of Nevada �n
the Un�ted States �n 2004 and 2007. Professor Okumuş has authored
numerous books, art�cles, and translat�ons, �nclud�ng h�s recent works
Pol�t�cs and Eth�cs �n Kınalızade and The Concept of Soc�al Deter�orat�on �n
the Qur'an.

ABSTRACT



KEMAL SÖZEN

AL-GHAZALI'S INFLUENCE ON THE STRUCTURAL
TRANSFORMATION OF THE ISLAMIC INTELLECTUAL

TRADITION AND ITS REFLECTIONS ON OTTOMAN
THOUGHT

Al-Ghazal� (d. 1111), who holds a s�gn�f�cant pos�t�on �n the Islam�c �ntellectual trad�t�on
encompass�ng core elements such as ph�losophy, theology (kalām), and myst�c�sm (taṣawwuf), had a
profound �mpact on the structural transformat�on of th�s trad�t�on. He wrote Tahāfut al-Falās�fa to
cr�t�que certa�n metaphys�cal v�ews of the Per�patet�c ph�losophers, namely al-Farab� and Av�cenna
(Ibn S�na). In response to h�s cr�t�ques, the Per�patet�c ph�losopher Ibn Rushd (d. 1198) authored
Tahāfut al-Tahāfut (The Incoherence of the Incoherence). As a result of the cr�t�c�sms exchanged
between these two ph�losophers, Av�cenna's ph�losophy was reshaped and ma�nta�ned a prom�nent
pos�t�on �n the Islam�c world dur�ng the 13th century. Although Av�cenna’s thoughts formed the
foundat�on of th�s newly emerg�ng and evolv�ng Islam�c �ntellectual structure, �t was al-Ghazal�’s
cr�t�cal stance a�med at d�m�n�sh�ng the �nfluence of Av�cenna’s ph�losophy that played a cruc�al role
�n shap�ng th�s �ntellectual trend. Al-Ghazal� and h�s era are therefore cons�dered a turn�ng po�nt �n
Islam�c thought, to the extent that Islam�c �ntellectual h�story �s often d�v�ded �nto per�ods before
and after al-Ghazal�. Consequently, there �s a w�despread understand�ng that the muta’akhkh�rūn
(later) per�od �n Islam�c thought began w�th al-Ghazal�.

Al-Ghazal�'s �nfluence was part�cularly s�gn�f�cant �n the process of the ph�losoph�sat�on of kalām
(Islam�c theology). Dur�ng h�s t�me, a ph�losoph�cal method was adopted �n the f�eld of kalām.
Add�t�onally, al-Ghazal� �s often seen as the f�gure who �ntegrated ph�losophy �nto the sc�ence of
myst�c�sm. The relat�onsh�p between kalām and myst�c�sm also began w�th al-Ghazal�. H�s assert�on
that the only knowledge lead�ng to metaphys�cal certa�nty �s myst�cal knowledge led to the
w�despread bel�ef that myst�c�sm was the true path to def�n�t�ve and d�rect knowledge. As a result, a
thought system that synthes�zed ph�losophy, kalām, and myst�c�sm developed �n the Islam�c world
and also came to dom�nate Ottoman thought.

Th�s paper w�ll f�rst address the nature of Av�cenna’s ph�losophy, wh�ch was reshaped due to al-
Ghazal�’s cr�t�que of the Per�patet�c ph�losophers, and then focus on al-Ghazal�’s �nfluence on the
spread of th�s ph�losophy across the Islam�c world. It w�ll also exam�ne the emergence of an eclect�c
�ntellectual structure �n the Ottoman context, result�ng from the erasure of boundar�es between
ph�losophy, kalām, and myst�c�sm after al-Ghazal�, and prov�de some assessments on th�s matter.

Keywords: Al-Ghazal�, Tahāfut Trad�t�on, Islam�c Thought, Av�cenna’s Ph�losophy, Ottoman
Thought.
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MEHMET CÜNEYT KAYA

THE PERCEPTION OF KALĀM IN
AL-MIRĪ'S AL-IRSHĀD LI-TASHĪHI'L-I'TIKĀD

Although the tens�on between ph�losophy and theology—or between ph�losophers and theolog�ans
—has long been cons�dered one of the central themes �n the h�story of Islam�c thought, �t �s d�ff�cult
to f�nd s�gn�f�cant examples �n the works of early ph�losophers where theology (kalām) or
theolog�ans (mutakall�mūn) are v�ewed as ser�ous r�vals. In the works of found�ng f�gures such as al-
K�ndī (d. ca. 252/866), al-Fārābī (d. 339/950), and Av�cenna (d. 428/1037), references to theology and
the theolog�ans are sparse and �nd�rect. The dom�nant narrat�ve �n the h�story of Islam�c thought
suggests that th�s dynam�c sh�fted w�th al-Ghazālī's (d. 505/1111) well-known cr�t�ques and Ibn
Rushd's (d. 595/1198) cr�t�c�sm of the Ashʿarī theolog�cal trad�t�on �n part�cular. However, there �s a
lesser-known f�gure whose work compels us to recons�der th�s narrat�ve: Abu al-Hasan al-Amīrī (d.
381/992). A prom�nent f�gure of the K�ndī school �n the tenth century, al-Amīrī's extant works offer
valuable �ns�ghts �nto h�s �nterest �n apply�ng ph�losoph�cal approaches to theolog�cal matters. H�s
recently red�scovered work al-Irshād l�-tashīh�’l-�'t�kād, prev�ously thought to be lost, conta�ns
elements that prom�se to s�gn�f�cantly enhance our understand�ng of al-Amīrī's treatment of
rel�g�ous bel�ef. In th�s scholarly work, al-Amīrī goes beyond merely address�ng the fundamental
elements of rel�g�on w�th ph�losoph�cal methods and concepts; he openly challenges the theolog�ans
and harshly cr�t�c�ses the�r approach to just�fy�ng rel�g�on—a stance that precedes the cr�t�ques of
Averroes. Th�s paper seeks to analyse these �mpl�cat�ons by exam�n�ng how theology and the
theolog�ans are portrayed from al-Amīrī's perspect�ve, w�th a part�cular focus on al-Irshād, wh�ch has
not yet been publ�shed.

Keywords: Ph�losophy, Kalām, Abu Al-Hasan al-Amīrī, Al-Irshād l�-tashīh�’l-�'t�kād.
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TERENCE J .  KLEVEN 

IBN RUSHD’S PHILOSOPHIC DEFENCE OF THE PROOFS
OF RELIGION AGAINST THE ASH‛ARĪYA (THE

ATOMISTS) IN CHAPTER ONE OF 
THE KITĀB AL-KAŠF ʽAN MANĀHIJ AL-ADILLA FĪ ʽAQĀ’ID AL-

MILLA, STUDY II

Th�s essay �s a cont�nuat�on of the study of the arguments Ibn Rushd makes �n refutat�on of the
var�ous sectar�an, so-called “theolog�cal”, groups w�th�n Islam. Chapter I of the al-Kašf (The
Unve�l�ng) �s an evaluat�on of arguments used as proof for the ex�stence of God. The f�rst study I
conducted on Chapter One of th�s treat�se, Study I (Arab�c ed�t�ons—Müller, pp. 27, l. 1—31, l. 17;
Qās�m, pp. 132, l. 1—137, l. 11; al-Jābarī, pp. 97, l. 1—105, l. 5), �s an expos�t�on of 1) Ibn Rushd’s
�ntroduct�on to the ent�re treat�se, 2) h�s arguments aga�nst the Ḥashwīya, the ‘L�teral�sts’, or
‘Hearers’, and 3) h�s refutat�on of the f�rst set of arguments made by the Ash‛arīya. Th�s present
study, Study II (Arab�c ed�t�ons—Müller, pp. 31, l. 17—41, l. 21; Qās�m, pp. 137, l. 12—148, l. 21; al-
Jābarī, pp. 105, l. 6—116, l. 20), �s Ibn Rushd’s arguments �n refutat�on of those made by the Ash‛arīya
to support the aff�rmat�on of God’s ex�stence. In the f�rst study I argued: 

In the sect�on of Chapter One of The Unve�l�ng wh�ch I am enucleat�ng �n th�s essay, he addresses
two other methods used by the Ash‛arīya for the proof of God’s ex�stence, both methods emerge
pr�mar�ly from the defense of what the Ash‛arīya th�nk �s meant by the “createdness” of the world.
The f�rst method �s based upon an argument that the createdness of acc�dents leads to the
conclus�on of the createdness of ent�t�es and of the whole world, and, thus, to the recogn�t�on of the
ex�stence of a Creator. The second method �s based on the argument that the world could be
completely other than �t �s, and th�s element of cont�ngency �s, thus, another proof of the ex�stence
of the Creator. Ibn Rushd argues that these arguments are �naccurate accounts of natural sc�ence
and are �nternally contrad�ctory, and therefore are �rrat�onal proofs for the ex�stence of God. In
short, ne�ther argument of the Ash‛arīya agrees w�th the proofs of rel�g�on found �n the Qur’ān. 

Keywords: Ibn Rushd, al-Kašf, Ash‛arīya, Createdness.
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H�s [Ibn Rushd’s] a�m �s to exam�ne what �s needed by all people �n order for them to make
assent to the teach�ngs of the Lawg�ver; �n chapter one, for example, th�s assent �s bel�ef �n the
ex�stence of God, a truth needed by every type of human nature. He argues that the teach�ngs
of the Qur’ān are not devo�d of reason; the verses are not s�mply for a method of ant�-rat�onal
hear�ng, as w�th the Hearers, the so-called “L�teral�sts”, nor are they an �rrat�onal solut�on to
unresolved ph�losoph�cal doubt, as w�th the Ash‛arīya and the Mutakall�mūn generally. 



PILAR HERRÁIZ OLIVA

THE UNITY OF IBN RUSHD’S THOUGHT OR THE
MULTIPLE AVERROES REVISITED

When address�ng Ibn Rushd’s (lat�n�sed as Averroes) thought on ph�losophy and rel�g�on, many
scholars tend to exam�ne the corpus of h�s works by completely separat�ng those ph�losoph�cal and
those theolog�cal �n nature as �f they were the works of two d�fferent persons. That �s, the Cordovan
ph�losopher’s works are oftent�mes treated as �f they were the works of Ibn Rushd, the Qāḍī or
or�g�nal th�nker on the one hand, and those of Averroes, or Ar�stotle’s Commentator on the other.
Alternat�vely, there �s also another d�chotomy, �.e. whereas he was also a Qāḍī, �t seems that when
we, scholars of the present, exam�ne the contents of h�s ph�losophy, are supposed to do �t through a
purely ph�losoph�cal lens devo�d of all rel�g�ous bel�ef.
 
However, one of the ma�n topo� of Ibn Rushd’s ph�losophy �s the pr�nc�ple of the un�ty of truth,
revealed and ph�losoph�cal. Such topos, contrary to what �s trad�t�onally assumed, cannot only be
found �n h�s theolog�cal works, but rather �mpregnates the whole of h�s works. It �s our standpo�nt
therefore that we should a�m at show�ng and understand�ng the un�ty, not only of the truth w�th
�tself, but also the un�ty of Ibn Rushd’s thought �n terms of the relat�ons between ph�losophy and
rel�g�on. 

In order to shed l�ght on these �ssues we w�ll f�rst place Ibn Rushd w�th�n �ts proper context, wh�ch
�s that of the Almohad reform: even though the creat�on of madrasas happened qu�te late �n the
Islam�c West th�s �s �n no way a s�gn that the Maghreb was not subject to a process of deep
educat�onal reforms, wh�ch took place ma�nly dur�ng our ph�losopher’s t�me. Secondly, we w�ll
address the or�g�ns of th�s apparent d�v�s�on of Ibn Rushd’s thought, for wh�ch we w�ll rely on
passages of some of h�s d�fferent works. Lastly, we w�ll exam�ne other �nstances of the Cordovan
ph�losopher h�mself stat�ng the pr�nc�ple of the un�ty of truth and mak�ng references to rel�g�ous
aff�rmat�ons wh�ch are found �n ph�losoph�cal works and wh�ch, at the same t�me, substant�ate the
ph�losoph�cal �nqu�ry. 

Keywords: Ibn Rushd, Almohad Reform, Cordovan Ph�losopher, Theology.
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POST-AVERROIST CONTROVERSIES

In the 13th and 14th centur�es, Arab-Musl�m ph�losophy was �n conversat�on, often cr�t�cally, w�th
the ph�losophy of Averroës. The lecture w�ll draw on two examples: one �n h�story w�th Ibn
Khaldûn (14th century), the other �n rel�g�ous sc�ences w�th Ibn Taym�yya (13th century). What they
have �n common �s the place of log�c w�th�n the body of knowledge taught and transm�tted. Ibn
Khaldûn acknowledged h�s debt to Ibn Rushd, but turned rhetor�c towards soc�al �ssues, tak�ng �t
out of the log�cal framework �n wh�ch Ibn Rushd had conf�ned �t. The other, Ibn Taym�yya, engaged
�n a f�erce controversy over the reject�on of the pr�nc�ples of Ar�stotel�an log�c, from a nom�nal�st�c
and skept�cal perspect�ve.

Keywords: Arab-Musl�m Ph�losophy, Ar�stotel�an Log�c, Ibn Khaldûn, Ibn Taym�yya.
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BETWEEN PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY

RIZA TEVFİK KALYONCU

The problem of def�n�ng reason �s a central �ssue �n ph�losophy �n general and �n Islam�c ph�losophy
and theology �n part�cular. Throughout the h�story of Islam�c thought, numerous works have been
composed to explore the mean�ng of reason. Notably, Ibn Taym�yya �s one of the th�nkers who
placed part�cular emphas�s on the relat�onsh�p between reason and revealed trad�t�on �n Islam�c
thought. Th�s study analyses Ibn Taym�yya's perspect�ve on the def�n�t�on of reason, part�cularly
through h�s references to ph�losophy and theology. In h�s work, Majmūʿ Fatāwā, Ibn Taym�yya
devotes s�gn�f�cant attent�on to the problem of def�n�ng the �ntellect. He presents the perspect�ves
of ph�losophers and theolog�ans �n h�s own words wh�le also art�culat�ng h�s own v�ewpo�nt.

Th�s study delves �nto Ibn Taym�yya's explorat�on of the concept of �ntellect �n Majmūʿ Fatāwā and
a�ms to crystall�se h�s v�ews w�th�n the broader context of Islam�c thought. It beg�ns by h�ghl�ght�ng
the d�chotomy between ph�losophy and theology as �t ex�sted pr�or to Ibn Taym�yya, part�cularly �n
relat�on to the def�n�t�on of reason. The second part of the study focuses on analys�ng Ibn
Taym�yya's perspect�ves �n Majmūʿ Fatāwā, reveal�ng that wh�le he may seem to al�gn w�th
theolog�cal v�ews, he actually offers a more nuanced �nterpretat�on than what was trad�t�onally
accepted by theolog�cal schools, as seen �n other aspects of h�s work.

In h�s statements �n th�s work, Ibn Taym�yya emphas�ses the �mportance of just�fy�ng the �dea that
reason �s an acc�dent (ʿaraḍ). Although th�s not�on appears to al�gn w�th the theolog�ans' perspect�ve,
Ibn Taym�yya clar�f�es more expl�c�tly than al-Ghazālī, for �nstance, that reason lacks any
ontolog�cal cont�nu�ty. Wh�le Ibn Taym�yya strongly cr�t�c�ses the ph�losophers' def�n�t�on of reason
as a substance �n �tself, he also approaches the theolog�ans' def�n�t�on of the �ntellect as the total�ty
of necessary knowledge w�th skept�c�sm. Instead, Ibn Taym�yya pos�ts that reason should be
character�sed as an 'attr�bute' rather than an acc�dent.

In h�s d�scuss�ons on reason, Ibn Taym�yya h�ghl�ghts �ts connect�on w�th the theory of the soul and
metaphys�cs, though theolog�cal concerns also play a role. He devotes a separate chapter to
cr�t�qu�ng the theolog�ans' def�n�t�on of �ntellect, argu�ng that the�r approach—def�n�ng �ntellect as
the sum of necessary knowledge—�s �ncomplete. S�m�lar to al-Ghazālī, he refers to al-Har�th al-
Muhas�bī's def�n�t�on of reason, but unl�ke al-Ghazālī, Ibn Taym�yya refra�ns from equat�ng reason
w�th the heart or l�ght.

Th�s study analyses Ibn Taym�yya's v�ewpo�nt on the problem of def�n�ng reason by cons�der�ng the
perspect�ves of ph�losophers and theolog�ans who preceded h�m. It also argues that Ibn Taym�yya
formulated a th�rd perspect�ve, grounded �n h�s own methodology, regard�ng th�s spec�f�c �ssue.

Keywords: Ph�losophy, Kalam, Ibn Taym�yya, Reason.
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JOSEPH E.  B .  LUMBARD

BEING AND KNOWLEDGE IN THE QURAN
 Metaphys�cs as an Unfold�ng of the Quran�c Parad�gm

Th�s paper exam�nes the class�cal Islam�c parad�gm that, �n follow�ng upon the Quran�c and
prophet�c �njunct�ons, made knowledge central to Islam�c c�v�l�sat�ons from Afr�ca to Indones�a.
Wh�le there were mult�ple d�sc�pl�nes and many more sub-d�sc�pl�nes, the var�ous subjects and f�elds
of class�cal Islam�c learn�ng stood, as Wael Hallaq argues, “�n a part�cular relat�onsh�p to one
another, one that could be sa�d to have a cohes�ve structure �n wh�ch cross-fert�l�zat�on was rout�ne”
(Restat�ng Or�ental�sm, 76). Central to th�s cohes�on l�es a Quran�c parad�gm of knowledge that
leads towards God and �nner equ�l�br�um, thereby establ�sh�ng everyth�ng �n a balance (mīzān)—or
what Naqu�b al-Attas refers to as “just�ce.” Central to the ma�ntenance of th�s parad�gm and the
pursu�t of knowledge �s the not�on that the created world presents an �ntell�g�ble real�ty. Th�s order
must, however, be understood �n accord w�th the h�gher real�t�es or f�rst pr�nc�ples that determ�ne
�t. 

From the t�me of Ibn Sīnā (d. 427/1037), th�s h�erarch�cal understand�ng of the sc�ences enshr�ned
metaphys�cs (the study of real�ty) as the h�ghest sc�ence (ʿ�lm) that prov�des the postulates upon
wh�ch other sc�ences could be developed and �n wh�ch they could be grounded. Wh�le some have
argued that the metaphys�cal arch�tecture prov�ded by Ibn Sīnā �s not �n accord w�th the Quran�c
v�s�on of knowledge and real�ty, many ph�losophers and theolog�ans (mutakall�mūn), from Abū
Ḥām�d al-Ghazālī (d. 505/1111) to Fakhr al-Dīn Rāzī (d. 606/1210) to Sadr al-Dīn Sh�rāzī (d.
1050/1540) and beyond, saw an �ndel�ble l�nk between the deta�led express�ons of metaphys�cs begun
by the Per�patet�cs and the Quran�c presentat�on of real�ty and knowledge. 

Th�s paper prov�des an �nvest�gat�on of th�s Quran�c parad�gm and the manner �n wh�ch �t has
�nfluenced ph�losophy and theology. It argues that just as metaphys�cs or f�rst ph�losophy argues
that be�ng as such must f�rst be understood �n order that one be able to understand all other f�elds
of knowledge, so too, does the Quran present a parad�gm �n wh�ch there �s an essent�al connect�on
between ontology and ep�stemology that must be understood and ma�nta�ned for any other f�elds of
knowledge to ma�nta�n the�r eff�cacy. 

Keywords: Islam�c Knowledge Parad�gm, Quran�c Influence, Naqu�b al-Attas, Metaphys�cs,
Ontology and Ep�stemology, Ibn S�na.
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KAREN TALIAFERRO 

It �s a quest�on of content�on, and espec�ally recent content�on, as to whether Islam has a natural
law trad�t�on. Th�s �s due �n part to the fact that such a trad�t�on must be extracted; there �s no self-
consc�ous trad�t�on of anyth�ng referred to as "natural law" w�th�n e�ther Islam�c ph�losophy or the
(more powerful) usūl al-f�qh, or jur�sprudent�al trad�t�on. Instead, str�ctly speak�ng, sharīʿa, Islam�c
law, �s d�v�ne law, and ne�ther Islam�c jur�sts (fuqahāʾ) nor ph�losophers (falās�fa) have attempted to
theor�se a d�st�nct lex natural�s. St�ll, th�s �s not the full p�cture; �ndeed, to a great extent �t masks
the truth about Islam�c law, theology, and ph�losophy, part�cularly as they have developed �n the
modern era. Th�s paper exam�nes developments �n Islam�c ph�losophy, kalam and jur�sprudence,
garner�ng ev�dence for a natural law trad�t�on – both ever-present and �n cont�nuous development.
It exam�nes three potent�al pathways w�th�n Islam for recover�ng elements of natural law that have
been present throughout �ts h�story: �st�ḥsān (equ�ty), the maqās�d al-sharīʿa (a�ms of the d�v�ne law),
espec�ally as developed �n the 20th and 21st century, and f�nally, Ibn Rushd's own not�on of
unwr�tten law (sunan ghaīr al-maktūba), from pre-modern Islam�c ph�losophy. The overall
concept�on of Islam�c law emerg�ng from th�s study opens w�de a space for natural law, one that �s
espec�ally r�pe for further understand�ng as well �n contemporary Islam�c soc�et�es as �n Western
scholarsh�p.

Keywords: Natural Law �n Islam, Usūl al-F�qh, Maqās�d al-Sharīʿa, Ibn Rushd and Unwr�tten Law.
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TUNA TUNAGÖZ

The 5th/11th century marked a cr�t�cal per�od �n Islam�c thought, shap�ng �ntellectual trajector�es
that �nfluenced subsequent centur�es. Dur�ng th�s era, two prom�nent f�gures, Av�cenna (d.
428/1037) and al-Ghazālī (d. 505/1111), made foundat�onal contr�but�ons. At the beg�nn�ng of th�s
century, Av�cenna synthes�sed Ar�stotel�an, Neo-Platon�c, and Islam�c thought to develop a
comprehens�ve system of rat�onal knowledge, address�ng everyth�ng from the mundane to the
d�v�ne. In contrast, al-Ghazālī �n�t�ated a theolog�cal reformat�on by �ntegrat�ng revealed sc�ences,
Suf�sm, and some aspects of Av�cenna’s ph�losophy. However, al-Ghazālī also cr�t�c�sed Av�cenna’s
metaphys�cal �nterpretat�ons, part�cularly the�r perce�ved �ncompat�b�l�ty w�th core Islam�c
teach�ngs.

The �ntellectual landscape of the 6th/12th century was profoundly shaped by the works of both
Av�cenna and al-Ghazālī, whose ph�losoph�cal and theolog�cal pos�t�ons became key reference po�nts
for subsequent th�nkers. Th�s per�od was character�sed by �ntense debates over the nature of truth,
espec�ally regard�ng the relat�onsh�p between human reason and revealed knowledge. Broadly, the
�ntellectual frameworks of the t�me can be categor�sed �nto three schools: the 'Av�cenn�an' school,
wh�ch sought to further Av�cenna’s ph�losophy; the 'Ghazal�an' school, wh�ch a�med to advance
class�cal Islam�c theology wh�le cr�t�c�s�ng Av�cenna’s metaphys�cal v�ews; and the 'Reform�sts,' who
rejected both approaches and pursued new ph�losoph�cal paths.

Abū al-Barakāt al-Baghdādī �s recogn�sed as the f�rst representat�ve of the 'Reform�st' school of the
6th/12th century, followed by Suhrawardī and Averroes. Baghdādī’s ph�losophy �s notable for �ts
or�g�nal�ty and �ndependence. Although he was �nfluenced by Av�cenna �n general, h�s thought was
espec�ally shaped by al-Ghazālī’s cr�t�que. In add�t�on, the �ntellectual legac�es of Plato, Ar�stotle, Abū
Bakr al-Rāzī, al-Fārābī, and al-Juwaynī are ev�dent �n h�s wr�t�ngs.

Among these �nfluences, the thought of two key f�gures from the N�zam�yya trad�t�on—al-Juwaynī and
al-Ghazālī—played a part�cularly s�gn�f�cant role. Baghdādī adopted al-Juwaynī’s theory of ahwāl
(states) �n h�s �nterpretat�on of God’s attr�butes �n Irshād, v�ew�ng them as d�st�nct from God's essence.
H�s analys�s of God’s knowledge of part�culars also reflects al-Ghazālī’s cr�t�que of Av�cenna,
part�cularly as presented �n Tahāfut. Furthermore, Baghdādī exh�b�ted aff�n�t�es w�th concepts such as
wahdat al-wujūd (the un�ty of be�ng) and emphas�sed the name Nūru'l-Anwār (L�ght of L�ghts) for God,
�deas that also appear �n al-Ghazālī’s M�shkāt al-Anwār. These �ntellectual comm�tments reveal
Baghdādī’s engagement w�th both ph�losoph�cal and theolog�cal trad�t�ons, part�cularly h�s movement
towards a Neo-Ashʿarī understand�ng of metaphys�cal �ssues.
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Baghdādī's ph�losoph�cal trajectory can be seen as a departure from the dom�nant Av�cenn�an
framework. H�s embrace of Neo-Ashʿarī�sm and al-Ghazālī’s metaphys�cal pos�t�ons, espec�ally �n
relat�on to the l�m�tat�ons of human reason �n understand�ng the d�v�ne, s�gnaled a broader
�deolog�cal sh�ft �n the per�od. Baghdādī’s ph�losophy reflects an openness to a var�ety of
perspect�ves, avo�d�ng r�g�d adherence to any s�ngle school of thought. H�s �ntellectual stance was
part of a larger trend �n 6th/12th-century ph�losophy, �n wh�ch th�nkers l�ke Suhrawardī, Averroes,
and Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī also cr�t�qued Av�cenna’s metaphys�cs, albe�t for d�fferent reasons.

The Tahāfut (Incoherence) was a key text that catalysed th�s cr�t�que. As a result, the �ntellectual
movement or�g�nat�ng �n the N�zam�yah Madrasas transformed the landscape of Islam�c thought,
lead�ng to the rap�d decl�ne of Av�cenna’s metaphys�cal dom�nance. Th�s sh�ft, wh�ch can be
descr�bed as the 'N�zam�yah Sp�r�t,' cont�nued to �nfluence Islam�c thought through f�gures l�ke al-
Rāzī �n the follow�ng centur�es. Ult�mately, the N�zam�yah’s goal of organ�s�ng the Islam�c world
around Shāf�ʿ�sm and Ashʿarī�sm was largely real�sed, though th�s success came at the expense of
Muʿtaz�l�te theology and Av�cenna’s metaphys�cal system.

Keywords: H�story of Islam�c Thought, Per�patet�c�sm, Ashʿar�sm, Abū al-Barakāt al-Baghdādī,
N�zam�yah Madrasas.



FATMA ZEHRA PATTABANOĞLU

Although Ibn Kemmūne �s referenced �n b�bl�ograph�c, ph�losoph�cal, and h�stor�cal texts from the
class�cal Islam�c world, h�s �ntellectual contr�but�ons only garnered s�gn�f�cant recogn�t�on �n the
early 20th century. Desp�te h�s presence �n these texts, b�ograph�cal �nformat�on on h�s l�fe rema�ns
sparse w�th�n extant l�terature and sources. Importantly, Ibn Kemmūne occup�es a p�votal role �n
represent�ng var�ous ph�losoph�cal schools, part�cularly through h�s commentar�es on the works of
preem�nent ph�losophers such as Ibn S�na and Suhraward�. A close analys�s of h�s wr�t�ngs reveals
that Ibn Kemmūne ass�m�lated and engaged w�th the �ntellectual her�tage of lum�nar�es �nclud�ng
Ibn S�na, Ghazal�, Yehuda Halev�, Abu’l-Barakat al-Baghdad�, Suhraward�, Ibn Ma�mon, and Fakhr
al-D�n al-Raz�. Wh�le deeply �mmersed �n the �deas of these f�gures, he s�multaneously endeavored
to construct an or�g�nal ph�losoph�cal framework. Moreover, �n h�s pursu�t of more profound
knowledge, Ibn Kemmūne r�gorously stud�ed the works of scholars such as Najm al-D�n al-Kat�b� al-
Qazw�n�, Nas�r al-D�n al-Tus�, Fakhr al-D�n al-Kash�, and Muhammad al-Nahj�van�. Beyond merely
study�ng these texts, he act�vely corresponded w�th �ntellectual f�gures l�ke al-Tus�, al-Kat�b�, al-
Kash�, al-Bahran�, and Fuwat�. H�s �ntellectual legacy �nfluenced subsequent th�nkers, �nclud�ng
Qutb al-D�n al-Sh�raz�, Muhammad al-Raz� al-Buwayh�, Jalal al-D�n al-Dawan�, M�r Damad, and
Mulla Sadra, contr�but�ng s�gn�f�cantly to the format�on of the syncret�c �ntellectual structures that
emerged �n the post-Fakhr al-D�n al-Raz� era.

Th�s paper seeks to exam�ne Ibn Kemmūne’s conceptual�sat�on of God. As a ph�losopher of Jew�sh
or�g�n, h�s contr�but�ons to the understand�ng, transm�ss�on, and evolut�on of ph�losoph�cal and
theolog�cal thought w�th�n the Islam�c �ntellectual trad�t�on are of cons�derable �mportance and
warrant thorough scholarly attent�on. For Ibn Kemmūne, God �s pr�mar�ly conce�ved as the
Necessary Be�ng. As the Necessary Be�ng �n H�s very essence, He �s the True One, the Creator, and
the Sovere�gn of the ent�re cosmos—eternal and everlast�ng. These attr�butes are ontolog�cal
necess�t�es of H�s ex�stence. He �s al-Awwal (the F�rst), al-Akh�r (the Last), al-Zah�r (the Man�fest),
and al-Bat�n (the H�dden). Ibn Kemmūne’s d�st�nct�ve arguments for the ex�stence of the Necessary
Be�ng have been the subject of extens�ve d�scuss�on �n theolog�cal c�rcles, part�cularly regard�ng h�s
assoc�at�on w�th the concept of “shubhatu’t-tawh�d” (the paradox of monothe�sm/The Doubt of
Un�ty), wh�ch has sparked debates over the suff�c�ency of h�s proofs. Th�s paper a�ms to present a
comprehens�ve analys�s of Ibn Kemmūne’s ph�losoph�cal v�ews on God, s�tuat�ng them w�th�n the
broader d�scourses of Islam�c thought.

Keywords: Ph�losophy, Theology, Ibn Kemmūne, Ex�stence of God, Oneness, D�v�ne Attr�butes.
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HATİCE TOKSÖZ

Muhy�ddîn Muhammad b. Alî al-Qarabāghī al-Rûmî al-Hanafî (d. 942/1535) �s one of the most
prom�nent f�gures of the Ottoman scholarly trad�t�on �n the 16th century, dur�ng the re�gn of Sultan
Sule�man the Magn�f�cent. Al-Qarabāghī has authored numerous works on theoret�cal and rat�onal
sc�ences, �nclud�ng tafs�r, had�th, uṣūl, and Arab�c. Among h�s works are Sharh Ithbāt al-Waj�b,
Ta'līka ‘alā Tehāfüt�'l-falās�fa, Sharḥ al-’Adud�yya, Sharḥ K�tāb al-Īsāgūjī, al-Maqālâṭ fī ‘Ilm�'l-Muhādarāt,
and Hāsh�ya ‘alā Sharḥ H�kmat al-‘Ayn.

Al-Qarabāghī's work Sharh Ithbāt al-Waj�b l� al-Dawwānī �s a commentary on Jalāl al-Dawwānī's (d.
908/1502) R�sālat Ithbāt al-Waj�b al-Qadīma. There are many cop�es of th�s commentary �n
manuscr�pt l�brar�es �n Türk�ye. Scholars have wr�tten numerous commentar�es on al-Qarabāghī's
text over the centur�es, and �t was commonly used as a textbook alongs�de al-Dawwānī's work.
Commentar�es wr�tten d�rectly on al-Qarabāghī's work �nclude Hodja Jamāl al-Dīn Mahmūd al-
Shīrāzī's (d. 962/1554-55) Hāsh�ya ‘alā Ithbāt al-Waj�b, Qadīzāda Kerehrūdī's (d. 988/1580) Hāsh�ya
Ithbāt al-Waj�b al-Qadīma, M�rzājān Hab�bullah b. Abdullah al-Sh�rāzī al-D�hlawī's (d. 994/1586)
Hāsh�ya ‘alā Sharḥ R�sālat Ithbāt al-Waj�b l� al-Qarabāghī, and Mawlānā Qās�m's (d. ?) Hāsh�ya ‘alā
Ithbāt al-Waj�b. Among these glosses, M�rzājān's text stands out. Th�s �s because al-Dawwānī's text,
al-Qarabāghī's commentary, and M�rzājān's hāsh�ya all garnered s�gn�f�cant attent�on �n Ottoman
scholarly c�rcles and were cont�nuously stud�ed and re�nterpreted throughout the centur�es.
Remarkably, the author's text and commentary rema�ned relevant through the centur�es v�a the
commentar�es wr�tten on M�rzājān's hāsh�ya.

When exam�n�ng al-Qarabāghī's commentary and �ts glosses, �t becomes ev�dent that he follows al-
Dawwānī's method, yet enr�ches the text w�th var�ous conceptual preferences and references on
spec�f�c �ssues. Broadly, the text �s d�v�ded �nto two parts under the t�tle of "Maksad." The f�rst part
explores four d�fferent vers�ons of the proof of poss�b�l�ty, wh�le the second part analyses other
proofs, �nclud�ng burhān al-tatbīq, burhān al-tazāyuf, and burhān al-‘arshī.

The purpose of th�s study �s to analyse the argument for the ex�stence of God based on al-
Qarabāghī's commentary and �ts glosses. Add�t�onally, the study a�ms to �dent�fy how the concepts
emphas�sed �n these commentar�es and glosses contr�bute to the ongo�ng development and
un�queness of the Islam�c ph�losoph�cal trad�t�on.

Keywords: Muhy�ddîn al-Qarabāghī, Sharh Ithbāt al-Waj�b l� al-Dawwānī, Jalāl al-Dawwānī,
Commentary, Sharh, Hāsh�ya, Ex�stence of God.
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MUHAMMET ALİ KOCA

Th�s paper exam�nes f�ve quest�ons on kalām and ph�losophy posed by Mollā Fanārī (d. 834/1431),
perhaps the most �mportant f�gure of the early per�od of the Ottoman Emp�re, to Safarshāh al-Rūmī
(d. after 800/1398), who �s known to have excelled �n both rat�onal (‘aqlī) and transm�tted (naqlī)
sc�ences, along w�th Safarshāh’s repl�es to these quest�ons. These quest�ons are br�efly as follows: (�)
What would be the ev�dence that God �s not compos�te �n the m�nd wh�le there �s ev�dence that He
�s s�mple externally? (��) How �s �t poss�ble for the cont�ngent be�ngs (ḥād�th) to be based on the Pre-
Eternal (Qadīm) for those who do not accept the theory of states (aḥwāl) and assert that the effect
(ma’lūl) does not fall beh�nd �ts cause (‘�lla)? (���) By reject�ng the theory of states (aḥwāl) and
assert�ng that the effect (ma’lūl) does fall beh�nd �ts cause (‘�lla), how can �t be sa�d that the
attr�butes (ṣ�fāt) are pre-eternal (qadīm) wh�le the�r relat�ons (ta’alluqāt) are cont�ngent (ḥād�th)?
(�v) Accord�ng to the Ashʿar�tes, what �s meant by the createdness (majʿūl�yyah) of s�mple qu�dd�t�es
(māh�yyāt)? (v) What �s �t that br�ngs about the part�cular�zat�on (ta’ayyun) of un�versals (kull�yyāt),
g�ven that the comb�nat�on of un�versals does not result �n part�cular�zat�on and that t�me and space
have no role �n �t?

The paper f�rst assesses the level of these quest�ons w�th�n the f�elds of kalām and ph�losophy and
subsequently attempts to demonstrate the contr�but�ons of Safarshāh’s answers to the later per�od
of kalām and ph�losophy. Thus, the a�m �s to �dent�fy the pr�mary �nterests of the scholars (‘ulamā’)
�n the f�elds of kalām and ph�losophy �n the Ottoman lands dur�ng the foundat�on per�od and to
determ�ne the level of the�r engagement w�th these d�sc�pl�nes.
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FAKHR AL-DĪN AL-RĀZĪ’S ARGUMENT OF THE ABSENCE
OF EVIDENCE

FURKAN KAYACAN

Th�s paper analyses Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī's (d. 606/1210) argument of the absence of ev�dence w�th�n
the context of h�s cr�t�ques of theolog�cal methodology and h�s cr�t�c�sms of th�s argument, wh�ch
holds a prom�nent place among the four theolog�cal deduct�on methods that al-Rāzī cr�t�ques �n h�s
N�hāyat al-'ukūl fī d�rāyat al-usūl and wh�ch �s frequently used �n late Muʿtaz�l�te theology. The
argument asserts that any object of knowledge whose ex�stence �s not necessar�ly known and lacks
ev�dence must be negated. Although al-Rāzī �n�t�ally employed th�s argument as a val�d method of
reason�ng �n h�s early l�fe, he later changed h�s approach and began cr�t�c�s�ng �t. Th�s study analyses
the formal structure and ep�stemolog�cal just�f�cat�on of th�s argument and exam�nes al-Rāzī's
cr�t�c�sms w�th�n the framework of h�s rev�sed theolog�cal ep�stemology. Ult�mately, �t �s
demonstrated that al-Rāzī's cr�t�ques of the argument of the absence of ev�dence al�gn w�th a
theolog�cal ep�stemology grounded �n ep�stem�c certa�nty and supported by formal log�c. Therefore,
h�s cr�t�c�sms not only contr�bute to methodolog�cal debates �n the h�story of theology but also a�d
�n comprehend�ng the fundamental aspects of h�s theolog�cal ep�stemology.

Keywords: Kalam, Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī, Argument of the Absence of Ev�dence.
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